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FROM THE HAND OF GOD by Margaret B. Fraser 


T WAS a beautiful day. A group of mothers 

sat warming themselves in the sun and watch- 
ing their children. During the conversation, the 
brightness of the sun faded as the racial problem 
arose. 


While they were talking, one mother condemned 
the Jewish race, another the Polish race, and fi- 
nally one attacked the Negro race. 


Here sat a group of women whose reading in- 
cluded only the newspapers. They were not using 
their minds to think of the good they could give 
to the world, rather their thinking was confined 
to disapproving their neighbors. They voiced 
their prejudices because of the small world in 
which they lived. 


It was a fortunate experience, in that I realized 
that twenty to thirty years from now these con- 
ditions will change with the world. At this time 


& our children will be the adults coming into power. 
It made me realize that if I hold prejudices now, 
so will my children. When the time comes they 
are going to be thinking very old thoughts in an 
advanced world of equality. 


And as if a red light flashed danger, I immedi- 
ately thought of God our Father. And in him 
and around him I saw no barriers. The black man, 
the yellow man, and the white man arose, and he 
showed no preference to either. What he saw, 
was the “living quality” that existed under the 
skin of each man. 

Each man received his blessing and praise, not 
because of his skin but because he handled well 
every gift and talent that God handed to him. 
Before God, each man was respected, honored. 
Each man could touch the hem of his robe; no one 
was excluded. 


= 
Again the red light flashed. The world was not 
improved by little minds. They do exist, but every- 
thing useful and for the good of mankind comes 
from big minds. 


And the red light again. Be careful how you 
tread the world of God. It is his and not yours. 
From his hand came life, no matter what color it 
wears. It is not your right nor your privilege 
to judge or condemn. For the designs and colors 
belong to God who holds the copyright on every 
living thing. 

Then the green light flashed. Now go and take 
part in the advancing world. Do not let yourself 


become narrow, for living in God does not contain 
narrowness. 


Give good thoughts to your children so as they 
grow they too will be enabled to respect life and 
those who are living—no matter the color of their 
skin. They too came from the hand of God. 
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What is the proper attitude toward your fellow pastor whom you have succeeded? 


The Returning Predecessor 


by H. Walter Shaw! 


REDECESSORS in the min- 
Pp istry of our Lord do the 
strangest things. When I was 
young and inexperienced one of 
my predecessors was invited to 
deliver the sermon at the funeral 
of a long-time official of the 
church. 

Before he began his message 
the returning minister announced 
that he would preach at the 
church Sunday morning. That 
was the first intimation that I 
had of the forthcoming deliver- 
ance. He had served the church 
for more than twenty-five years, 
and I deemed it quite appropri- 
ate that he speak at the funeral 
of his friend of long ago. But I 
was not prepared for his trick of 
inviting himself to preach on Sun- 
day and announcing it at the 
funeral. 

It occurred to me, however, 
that if he was so eager to preach 
as to overstep the bounds of min- 
isterial propriety he should not be 
deprived of the privilege to in- 
dulge his overweening desire. He 
was delighted, and his friends of 
bygone years were pleased, but 
I was somwhat flabbergasted for 
a moment by the man’s effron- 
tery. 

This “perennial thorn” of the 


1Nom de plume 
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returning predecessor is the 
source of annoyance and pain to 
many preachers. Is there any 
solution to this vexing problem? 
What can be done about a min- 
ister who disregards the ethics of 
his profession? 

The “new minister” might 
make a friend of his predecessor, 
if possible. However unreason- 
able such an objective may seem, 
it would probably prove most 
salutary to both. 

Make a friend of the predeces- 
sor by remembering that he is 
human. The offending brother 
has the weaknesses, temptations, 
longings that characterize men 
the world over. My wife once 
remarked, “Preachers are human, 
only more so!” A minister reacts 
to criticism, fault-finding, suspi- 
cion as others do. He also re- 
sponds to kindness, sympathy, 
confidence as ordinary folk re- 
spond. He longs for recognition 
and appreciation as well as for 
fellowship with kindred spirits 
and proven friends just as any- 
one else does. 

The preacher’s personality and 
character are constantly focused 
on the screen of everyday life for 
all to see. He must be circum- 
spect, exemplary, above reproach. 
He does not always measure up 


to his possibilities—but who 
does? He may be not quite eth- 
ical in regard to his former par- 
ish, but it is wise to recall that 
he is human. We may be able to 
help him rectify his mistake. 

Alexander Whyte reminded his 
fellow-ministers that ‘only once 
did God choose a completely sin- 
less preacher.”? Frank W. Gun- 
saulus advised, ‘‘Be sure that you 
treat all men in the light of 
their possibilities.”* To recall that 
a predecessor is human and has 
the possibility of improving may 
enable his successor to aid the 
erring minister. 

Make a friend of the predeces- 
sor by trying to understand him. 
Find out what his background is, 
for it may throw light on his 
obnoxious behavior. Some expe- 
rience with a church which he 
has served may have caused him 
to become discouraged, frus- 
trated, embittered. Seek to know 
“what ails this fellow anyway” 
that he casts off the restraint of 
“ministerial ethics.’ He may 
need sympathy more than cen- 
sure. 


The man may be plagued with 


2Quoted by James S. Stewart in 
Heralds of God, p. 208. 


3Frank W. Gunsaulus in The Min- 
ister and the Spiritual Life, p. 372. 
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an inferiority complex. Return- 
ing to his former charge may 
strengthen his morale. Leslie D. 
Weatherhead affirmed that “the 
curious thing about many such 
people is that the more assertive 
they are the more they are mak- 
ing it plain to anyone who has 
read any psychology that in their 
soul of souls is the fear of being 
thought inferior to others.’ 


The predecessor may get a 
“lift” by going back to a former 
field of work. It makes him feel 
important! He is valued by 
others! 

The predecessor may be jealous 
of his successor, and jealousy as 
well as love is blind. He may not 
realize that there is anything ob- 
jectionable in going back to his 
old haunts where another occu- 
pies the position which he once 
held. 


To know what the predecessor’s 
reason is for visiting a parish 
which he has served may help 
us to understand him. Does he 
wish to make manifest his claim 
(to himself) that he is as capable 
and charming as his successor? 
Does he desire to prove to him- 
self and to others that he still 
has a strong hold on the high 
regard and affection of the mem- 
bers of the old church? 


Understanding our predecessor 
may incline us to be more lenient 
toward him. 


Make a friend of the predeces- 
sor by looking for the best that 
is in him. Look for his best 
trait of character, his best form 
of service, his best means of in- 
fluence. His faults are easily de- 
tected. Look deeper and discover 
his virtues. We tend to magnify 
the blunders of another whose 
acts affect us in a very sensitive 
manner. Jesus appealed to the 
finest and noblest in men, and 
with what enthusiasm they re- 
sponded to His faith in them! 
If we think of the good qualities 
of our predecessor and minimize 
his failing’s we will the more 
readily win his friendship. 

A predecessor of mine procured 
a secular position in the city 





4Leslie D. Weatherhead in Psy- 
chology and Life, p. 150. 
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where he had served, and he re- 
tained his membership in the 
church. I learned that he had 
had charge of the music when he 
was pastor. After consultation 
with the officials I asked him to 
continue as director of the choir. 
This he did gladly. 

Occasionally I invited him to 
preach. He was an ideal fellow- 
worker and rendered valuable 
service. There did not seem to 
be a trace of jealousy in him, 
and if I know my own heart I 
was not at all jealous of him. He 
and I became fast friends, and 
the friendship continued through 
the years. He afterward became 
the minister of a church in an- 
other town. He has now departed 
this life, and I have fond remem- 
brance of him. I recall his out- 
going spirit, his beautiful char- 
acter, his winsome personality. 
He was the soul of virtue, an 
estimable Christian gentleman. 
No wonder the people loved him! 

If we have any reason to sus- 
pect that our predecessor is try- 
ing to undermine our influence we 
should give him the benefit of our 
confidence for we may have mis- 
judged him. Have faith in him. 
We may be surprised to find him 
a delightful person, far different 
from what we may have thought. 
If we make him our friend his 
encroachments on our prerog- 
atives may cease. 

Make a friend of the predeces- 
sor by being kind to him. Think 
of him not as an intruder, a mis- 
chief-maker, but a misguided, 
lonely man, hungry for under- 
standing, sympathy, praise. 
Think of him as one who needs 
help and try to supply it, praying 
for him and for God’s guidance 
and wisdom in aiding him. 

The predecessor’s lack of min- 
isterial courtesy may indicate 
that he is the victim of full-blown 
conceit, the depressing burden of 
an inferiority complex, or sheer 
ignorance. Though his conduct 
may irritate us, he needs our 
compassion. Possibly our gra- 
cious attitude may help to heal 
his wounded spirit. 

It might be wise to overlook 
our predecessor’s apparent disre- 
gard of professional ethics and 
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find some way to do him a kind- 
ness. It may have been keen dis- 
appointment, loneliness, or his in- 
tense desire to be thought su- 
perior that prompted his indiscre- 
tion. He will eventually get over 
his desire to manifest to someone, 
especially to himself, that he is 
indeed “somebody,” that he is 
quite important. Indulge him 
in his fling at showing how im- 
portant he is, and try in some 
brotherly sort of way to befriend 
him. 

Perhaps our own hypersensi- 
tiveness to our predecessor’s re- 
turn reveals something in us that 
is not altogether praiseworthy— 
our meanness of spirit, our little- 
ness of soul, our bitterness to- 
ward an offending brother. In 
the long result of time his indis- 
cretion will matter little. If we 
can be gracious enough to be kind 
it may lift him to the heights of 
nobleness. 

Paul wrote that the goodness 
of God leads us to repentance. It 
may be that our kindness may 
lead our presumptuous, wayward 
predecessor to change his mind. 
Why become overwrought by 
what may prove to be but a pass- 
ing cloud? God’s voice may 
speak to us out of that cloud— 
if we listen attentively. 

However much we may detest 
some of our predecessor’s actions 
we will doubtless find him amena- 
ble to kindness and sympathetic 
understanding. His attitude to- 
ward us may change, and we may 
be gaining a grateful friend in- 
stead of hurting a_ bungling 
brother. 

This man, who is so eager to 
return to the field where he has 
labored, who makes us “see red,” 
is not altogether bad. He pos- 
sesses some excellent traits. He 
is highly regarded by many. Why 
begrudge him the joy of basking 
in the sunlight of popularity—if 
it be popularity? He may be de- 
ceiving himself. If we are kind 
to him the soul that we save may 
be our own. 

When the light of divine love 
shines in our hearts the benevo- 
lent attitude of God will be re- 
flected in us as we deal with the 
returning predecessor. 
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Editorials 








What Is Scholarship? 


RECENT announcement regarding a 

forthcoming academic work for the use 
of ministers has given us several worried 
moments. Publishers’ notices are a dime a 
dozen, so to speak, and some send alluring 
descriptions of books, hoping for publicity 
without having to send a review copy. We 
are eager to assist in the spread of helpful 
works and our readers are glad to get infor- 
mation on what is coming. 


This time, it is a descriptive phrase that 
gives us concern. For, it is said in the an- 
nouncement that the writers in this work 
have been carefully chosen not only because 
of their scholarship, but also because of their 
theological positions. 


Are we to have consciously slanted ideas 
presented under the guise of scholarship, 
and ask people to accept them as the “‘schol- 
ar’s” very best conclusions? Somehow, the 
list of “outstanding scholars” which follows 
the above qualification seems less impressive 
if we are to understand that they will exer- 
cise their scholarly pursuits under the limi- 
tations of preconceived theological conclu- 
sions. 

What would happen in the realm of any 
of the natural sciences, if the supposedly 
competent research man went into his lab- 
oratory prepared to find only such truths as 
fit his earlier conclusions or his personal 
whim and fancy? If this had been the stand- 
ard, we would not be reading by electric 
lights or riding on rubber. 

Do you suppose that Alexander Campbell 
held the conviction that baptism is immer- 
sion and then went into his octagonal study 
at Bethany to cook up scholarly looking 
treatises about “baptizo” to make it look like 
his position was true? No! He said on one 
occasion that a person should pick up his 
Bible and read it as if he had never seen it 
before, letting it bring its own message. 


In our teaching days, we were criticized 
one time by a well-meaning person for hav- 
ing books on church history written by Ro- 
man Catholics. The supposition of the com- 
plainer seemed to be that “somebody,” really 
just anybody, should write a book about the 
Roman Catholics, and not give them any 
chance to speak for themselves. 


Now everyone has his prejudices—and his 
hopes. Scientists have told us this. But 
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when we go to work, with a telescope, a mi- 
croscope or a Greek lexicon, we haven’t con- 
tributed anything to knowledge if we knew 
where we were coming out before we started 
to study. 


Investors 


AST fall, our fellow-Disciple, Lawrence W. 
Derthick, U.S. Commissioner of Educa- 
tion, gave the dedicatory address for the 
Thomas W. Phillips Memorial Building of the 
Disciples of Christ Historical Society in 
Nashville. Reference had been made to the 


fact that he spent a great deal of our money 
in his work. 


All those present probably remember his 
introductory remark when he arose to speak. 
He said, “I don’t spend a half-billion dollars 
of your money a year; I invest it for you.” 

The meaning for his work is obvious. It 
also serves as a good reminder for us as we 
return a portion of our money to the work 
of the church, week by week. In each in- 
stance, either in the local church or on a 
national and world scale, someone has the 
responsibility of putting this money to work 
in the causes for which it was intended. 

These people are not spending our money; 
they are investing it for us. Somebody in- 
vested some of our money in Hazel Green 
Academy in Kentucky. A boy from the hills 
got an education. Today he serves the United 
States government in a foreign consulate. 


Someone invested some of our money in 
the Belgian Congo. Today, the first Congo- 
lese is studying in Brussels and will repre- 
sent his church at our World Convention in 
Edinburgh next year, the first such repre- 
sentative. 

Someone invested some of our money in 
Japan. Today a young Japanese woman is 
a Christian missionary from the United 
States to the people of Okinawa. 

Someone invested some of our money in 
K.F.O.S., at Midway, Kentucky. Today one 
of the girls who benefited from this invest- 
ment serves as the efficient secretary to the 
president of one of our leading educational 
institutions. 

Who can tell what an investment in such 
enterprises will earn? And who can estimate 
the worth of the investors, these servants of 


ours who administer the funds and direct the 
program? 
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THE CHURCH GIVES ME SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR AND BY. 


by Carlton C. Buck 


Pastor, First Christian Church 
Fullerton, California 


ODAY a larger percentage 

of our population belongs to 
the Church than ever before in 
the history of our nation. I am 
glad to be numbered with the 
“belongers.’”’ There are at least 
ten specific reasons why my 
Church membership has great 
meaning to me. 


1. Because of What the Church 
Is. Out of a glorious past like a 
white-sailed ship the Church has 
come bringing its cargo of faith, 
hope and love. It has always 
been and is now a positive force 
for good. The Church is not a 
building of stone and mortar, but 
a people of flesh and blood and 
spirit. It is not to be thought of 
in the same category as a club, 
a lodge, a business or an institu- 
tion. It is different by its very 
nature. Our English word 
“church” comes from the Greek 
word “ecclesia” and means the 
“called out ones.” The Apostle 
Paul referred to the Church as 
“the body of Christ” (Eph. 1: 
22-23). That is, it is the body 
through which the Lord works in 
our day. Because of what the 
Church really is, I want to be a 
part of it. 


2. Because of What I Am. I 
am a child of God and therefore 
need to find my place in His fam- 
ily. I cannot “go it alone.” No 
man can. Because of what I am, 
I need the help, the influence of 
the Church. Trying to be a Chris- 
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Ten Reasons Why | 


tian without the Church would 
be like trying to play baseball by 
oneself, or attempting to render 
a Mozart symphony with a sin- 
gle one-string fiddle. How can 
one belong to Christ and not. be 
a part of His body? From him 
comes our very life. ‘He is the 
vine and we are the branches.” 
And when anyone cuts himself 
off from the life-giving root or is 
severed from the vine itself, that 
severed part cannot live. For 
this reason, every man needs the 
Church. 

3. Because of the Divine Origin 
of the Church. The Church is not 
a man-made institution. It is a 
God-given organism. And there 
is a great difference. When Peter 
made the Good Confession, say- 
ing to Jesus, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living 
God,”’ Jesus called him blessed 
and said, “upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (Matt. 16:18b). 

The Church is not built on 
Peter, but upon the very fact of 
Jesus being the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God. This divine 
origin makes the Church a unique 
institution unlike anything else 
upon the face of the earth. This 
very fact makes me want to be 
a part of it. 


4 Because the Church Is Do- 
ing What Needs to Be Done 
in the World Today. Its work is 
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the kind of work that needs to 
be done and is not being done by 
any other group, institution, or 
program in the world today. This 
gives me great satisfaction, 
knowing that, while my “one- 
string fiddle” cannot play the 
whole symphony, it can help to 
bring out the music that needs 
to be rendered. 

The Church furnishes the last 
hope, the last tie, the final thread 
of understanding between peoples 
of opposing nations during time 
of war and suspicion. Its mes- 
sage is one of love, faith, and 
hope. While other forces are 
tearing down, it is ever build- 
ing, constructing, strengthening. 
Thank God for a medium through 
which His spirit may work to 
bring some hope and peace to a 
desperate, frustrated world. 

5. Because the Church Honors 
the Dignity of Man. The Church 
has proved itself to be the cham- 
pion of human right. When an 
economic machine has threat- 
ened to reduce man to a mere cog 
of industry, the Church has 
spoken out. In the matter of so- 
cial justice, the Church has had 
a voice. “In Christ there is no 
East or West, In Him no North 
or South.” 

Man rises to his biggest self 
in Christ. In the Church he finds 
his greatest dignity. I’m proud 
to belong to the body of believers 
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whose head is the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in whose company I 
can find fulfillment for my no- 
blest dreams. The Church brings 
out the greatest dignity in Man 
and honors that dignity. 


6. Because the Purest Democ- 
racy Is to Be Found in the 
Church. As has been said, “The 
ground is level at the foot of the 
Cross.” Regardless of back- 
ground, race or color, all men 
have equal standing in the grace 
and love of God. Paul states con- 
cerning this liberty, “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:28). 

Every man, every woman, ev- 
ery boy, every girl is precious in 
His sight. No person is unimpor- 
tant in the Church for his life 
takes on importance when he 
lines up with the Church. He be- 
comes an integral part of a work- 
ing democracy. 

7. Because of the Richness of 
Fellowship in the Church. The 
purest, truest of fellowship can 
be found in the framework of the 
Church. There is nothing like it 
to be had anywhere outside of 
the embracing arms of the body 
of Christ where the bond of 
Christ is there in fellowship. The 
scripture says, “We have a Fel- 
lowship,” and truly we have and 
that alone is worth it all. Fel- 
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Belong to the Church 


IT ANCHORS MY HOPE IN CHRIST. THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE. 


lowship in Christ transcends all 
blood ties and artificial barriers. 
Fences go down, tensions relax, 
loneliness disappears when con- 
fronted by the richness of Chris- 
tian fellowship. This is a valua- 
ble asset. I am thankful for such 
fellowship as we have in the 
Church. 

8. Because the True Church Is 
a World Church. On the day of 
Pentecost, the Birthday of the 
Church, the people heard the 
message of faith and repentance 
“every man in his own language.” 
Thank God for a Church that’s 
color blind. In a day of world 
consciousness, I am glad that I 
belong to a fellowship that is 
world-embracing and that I do 
not have to be provincial nor sec- 
tarian. When we give our mis- 
sionary offerings, we are helping 
furnish the gospel cement that is 
now holding the world together. 
Jesus said, “Go ye into all the 
world,” and that has been the 
marching orders of the Church 
since the first century. 

9. Because the Church Has a 
Message at the Point of Human 
Need. There is great need in the 
world today and the Church has 
a message for such a day as this. 
Where there is sin, the Church 
has a message of forgiveness. 
Where there is sorrow, the 
Church has a message of com- 
fort. Where there is war, the 
Church has a message of peace. 


Where there is bereavement, the 
Church has a message of hope. 

In the name of Christ, the ever- 
conquering Son of God, the 
Church has a message for man’s 
every need. And we gan say with 
Paul, “My God shall supply all 
your needs according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:19). The march of medi- 
cine has crossed the wilderness, 
the desert, and has taken healing 
to the islands of the sea on the 
feet of missionaries, the repre- 
sentatives of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Our hospitals, schools, 
and other institutions sprang 
from the Church. 

10. Because It Anchors My 
Hope and Feeds My Soul. The 
Church gives me something to 
live for and by. It anchors my 
hope in Christ, the unchangeable 
one. He is “The same yesterday, 
and today and for ever.” The 
Church feeds my soul on the 
bread of life. It is the only in- 
stitution in which God’s Word 
is regularly and faithfully read 
and interpreted. I am encour- 
aged in my Christian life by the 
Church. In the Church you will 
find the world’s noblest and hap- 
piest people. There is no substi- 
tute for the Church, and I am 
happy to take my stand with 
other Christian people in this 
God-given institution, the body of 
Christ. 


(1001) 9 














NEWS 


The Church at Large 





Disciples $1,000 Gift 
For Belgium Pavilion 


Protestant Center 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A check for 
$1,000 was donated by the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches toward the relocation of 
the Protestant Pavilion at the Brus- 
sels World’s Fair as a permanent re- 
ligious center in that city. 

The American Section of the Con- 
tinuing International Christian Com- 
mittee for a Permanent Center in 
Belgium said it was “the first of the 
larger denominational gifts’ made 
in this country. 

The gift was presented by Mrs. 
John Andrew Hamilton of Washing- 
ton, D. C., on behalf of the Disciples 
to the director of the project. 

The committee is trying to raise 
about $260,000 to convert the pa- 
vilion into an enduring center.— 
RNS 





Mrs. John Andrew Hamilton presents 
a $1,000 check on behalf of Chris- 
tian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
to Pastor Pieter Fagel of Brussels, 
director of a project to relocate the 
Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels 
World’s Fair as a permanent reli- 
gious center in that city. Mrs. Ham- 
ilton is the wife of the public affairs 
adviser at the American embassy in 
Belgium. 


@ Reported from Indianapolis 
Kagawa Gravely Ill 


INDIANAPOLIS—Dr. Toyohiko 
Kagawa, Japanese Christian 
leader, is “now beyond all medi- 
cal aid,” reports Japan Christian 
Activities News (June 15, 1959). 

Dr. Kagawa became ill suddenly 
in May when en route to an evan- 
gelistic tour in Chikoku. He was 
taken first to a hospital in Take- 
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matsu and then to the Kumiai Hos- 
pital, Tokyo. 

Regarding Dr. Kagawa’s condition, 
Dr. Kozaki reported June 12 to the 
executive committee of the National 
Christian Council of Japan. 

The report states “the prayers of 
all Christians on behalf of Dr. 
Kagawa before God are earnestly re- 
quested.” 

A hospital fund which was col- 
lected for Dr. Kagawa amounted to 
nearly $1,100. But when it was pre- 
sented to him, Dr. Kagawa gave all 
except about $15 to the medical 
fund for ministers——ROBERT Mc- 
NEILL, UCMS 


Carl Cannon Named 
to Radio-TV Job 


To BFC PR Post 


NEw YorK—Carl Cannon, public 
relations and broadcasting executive, 
has been named director of program 
promotion and station relations of 
the Broadcasting and Film Commis- 
sion of the National Council of 
Churches. 

A native of Kansas City and an 
Episcopalian, Mr. Cannon will deal 
with the 533 radio and TV stations 
across the country which carry pro- 
grams produced independently by 
BFC or in cooperation with denomi- 
national mass media agencies. 


This task of adequately promoting 


Religious Exhibits at 
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look over a display of ancient icons. 





religious radio and TV programs is 
regarded by many Protestant lead- 
ers as one of the most significant 
activities confronting the National 
Council. 


These include TV series “Look 
Up and Live,” “Frontiers of Faith,” 
“Off to Adventure” and “Talk Back.” 
Radio programs include “National 
Radio Pulpit,” “Pilgrimage” and 
“The Art of Living.” 

An account executive since 1957 
with Ketchum, MacLeod and Grove, 
Inc., advertising and public relations 
firm, Mr. Cannon was in charge of 
many accounts including the West- 
inghouse Broadcasting Company. 

Mr. Cannon served in the station 
relations department of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company from 
1945-50, where he was a member of 
the NBC program board. 


Chaplaincy Birthday 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—On July 29, 
the Army Chaplaincy celebrated its 
184th “Birthday.” 

It was on July 29, 1775, that chap- 
lains were given official recognition 
when the Continental Congress 
passed a Resolution setting their pay 
at twenty dollars a month. 

In 1920 Congress gave approval 
for the appointment of a chief of 
chaplains who administers the af- 
fairs of the Army Chaplaincy. 


Soviet Exhibition 





—RNS 
TWO VISITORS to the Soviet exhibition of science, technology and culture 
at the New York Coliseum, Eileen and Kathleen Fox of Syracuse, N. Y., 


Religious exhibits played a minor 


part at the show, but nevertheless aroused the interest of thousands of 
curious Americans. 
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®@ Disciples Back 
Religion in American Life 


11th RIAL Drive 


NEw YorK City—The 11th annual 
Religion in American Life (RIAL) 
campaign to raise attendance at all 
churches and synagogues will be 
held late this fall. 


The month of November is _ ob- 
served nationally as Religion in 
American Life Month and is so pro- 
claimed by the governors of most 
states. Disciples support the pro- 
gram along with 25 Other national 
religious groups. 

A special poster will appear in full 
color on 6,500 billboards, 10,000 
posters on the sides of buildings and 
at transportation terminals and 90,- 
000 car cards in buses and subways. 
(See cover.) In addition, it will pro- 
vide the theme for 10,000 newspaper 
advertisements, hundreds of maga- 
zine ads, and will be seen “live” and 
on film on network and local tele- 
vision thousands of times. 


The theme, “Find the Strength 
for Your Life,” is repeated for the 
third consecutive year and will pro- 
vide the basis once again for tens 
of thousands of spoken messages on 
radio and television. 

At the same time, the poster will 
be distributed through denomina- 
tional and religious group channels, 
and through the 5,000 chapters of 
the U.S. Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and hundreds of Kiwanis 
clubs, for placement in store win- 
dows and bulletin boards during 
RIAL community and congregational 
campaigns in over 1,000 cities and 
towns. 

More than $8,000,000 worth of 
time and space is expected to be 
contributed to the campaign through 
the Advertising Council, the public 
service agency of American business, 
advertisers, and the mass communi- 
cations media. 


A free program kit is available 
from: RIAL, 300 Fourth Ave., New 
York 10, N.Y. It contains informa- 
tion on how to get free RIAL bill- 
boards, bus cards, newspaper ads, 
radio spot announcements, and 
other advertising materials. 


Summer Warning .. . 


Death on Highways 


HaRTFORD, CONN.—Traffic accidents 
on U.S. highways during 1958 caused 
more than 2,825,000 injuries al- 
though deaths decreased five per 
cent, according to statistics compiled 
by The Travelers Insurance Com- 
panies. 

The record number of injuries rep- 
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resented a 12 per cent increase dur- 
ing the year over the 1957 totals— 
more than twice the percentage in- 
crease of a year ago. 

Highway deaths for the year to- 
taled 36,700. Travelers estimated 
that for every highway fatality 
there were 77 injuries. 

In its annual traffic safety book- 
let, “The Luckless Legion,” pub- 
lished annually since 1931 except for 
the war years, The Travelers Insur- 
ance Companies estimated that more 
than 60,000,000 Americans have been 
killed or injured since the advent of 
the automobile. 


Brooks Hays and 
Mrs. T. O. Wedel Honored 


Washington Pilgrimage 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—More than 
250 persons from a score of states 
attended the ninth annual Washing- 
ton Pilgrimage of American Church- 





by J. Warren Hastings 


“It is tough to lie in a hospital 
bed day after day and constantly 
wonder if you are going to recover 
your health,” said a celebrated medi- 
cal doctor from Iowa, as I stood be- 
side his bed in the Hospital. “We 
had planned a vacation trip to this 
city for several months and my wife 
and I felt that this was probably 
one of the last all-family vacations 
we would have together. Our chil- 
dren are growing up. We, my wife 
and I and our son and daughter, 
left home in Iowa and arrived in 
Washington by plane in high spirits. 
We registered at the hotel. Then 
the blow fell. I was stricken with 
a heart attack, the hotel physician 
was called. Soon an ambulance 
rushed me to the hospital. 

“Quick work on the part of the 
doctors saved my life, but here I 
am wondering what the future holds 
for me.” 

“How old are you?” I asked him. 

“I am 46 and I am at my prime. 
I have been exceedingly active and 
interested in every phase of life. My 
wife and I have many plans made. 
. . . Now everything is held in abey- 
ance.” 

“Have you been active in the af- 
fairs of your church?” I inquired. 

“Yes, I have. I have been super- 
intendent of the Sunday school and 
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men _ sponsored here by Religious 
Heritage of America, Inc. 


Roy T. Combs of Indianapolis, dol- 
lar-a-year man for the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society’s department 
of men’s work, is chairman of the 
board of the Religious Heritage of 
America. 


Brooks Hays, former president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, re- 
ceived the Churchman of the Year 
award and Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel 
of Washington, the Church Woman 
plaque. 

Willmar Thorkelson, religion 
writer of the Minneapolis Star, re- 
ceived the Faith and Freedom Award 
in religious journalism. 

A special Faith and Freedom 
award was presented to Sam Welles, 
senior editor of Life magazine, in 
recognition of his production of a 
series of articles on the religions of 
the world. 


“God Knows Best” 


I’m serving on the official board. My 
wife and I are busy in the church’s 
entire program and my children 
have literally been brought up in 
the church.” 

“I am glad that you have a deep 
and abiding experience of the Lord.” 

“About the only thing I can hold 
to at this time, is my faith in God. 
I shall do all the doctors advise me 
to do, but I know the Great Healer 
of the Universe is God Almighty. I 
am sick, in part, because I have been 
most unwise in having completely 
overworked. I always felt that I 
could not get sick. God has a les- 
son that he wants to teach me. Per- 
haps I will have a partial recovery 
of my health and at the same time 
a much more intimate walk with 
Him. 

“I lie here and wait and know 
that sooner or later he will reveal 
the answer to me. My illness has 
turned me to God in a deeper fash- 
ion than I have ever known in the 
past. He is my strength. He is my 
hope and salvation. I rest in Him.” 

His face took on a glow as he 
talked. I took him by the hand and 
we bowed our heads in prayer. I 
asked God to restore him to health 
and to permit him to return to his 
home in Iowa, but I closed the 
prayer with the familiar statement, 
“Not my will but thine be done.” 
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A Series of Celebrations Honor 
A Noted Reformer, John Calvin 


A PROTESTANT ANNIVERSARY 


THOUSANDS OF PERSONS, 
including many from Geneva and 
countries throughout the world, 
gathered in this historic citadel 
of the Protestant Reformation 
for the inauguration of celebra- 
tions commemorating the 450th 
anniversary of the birth of John 
Calvin. 


Among foreign countries repre- 
sented were the United States, Scot- 
land, France, Australia, Indonesia, 
South Africa, and four Communist 
countries—Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Yugoslavia. A special 
message of greeting was read from 
President Eisenhower. 


Highlight of the celebrations was 
the June 1 dedication by the World 
Presbyterian Alliance of the newly 
restored Calvin Auditorium, the his- 
toric 14th century church where Cal- 
vin and other Reformation leaders 
preached and taught. 


A series of notable anniversary 
celebrations honoring John Calvin, 
outstanding leader of the Protestant 
Reformation and one of its greatest 
and most influential theologians, are 

* taking place in Europe and else- 
where during 1959 and 1960. 


A Day of Prayer and Dedication 
was observed May 31 in the Cathe- 
dral of St. Pierre in Geneva at which 
representatives of the member bod- 
ies of the World Alliance of Re- 





When John Calvin lectured in Calvin Auditorium, 


formed Churches participated. 

Usually called the World Presby- 
terian Alliance, this organization has 
more than 40 million persons in its 
member churches and is the fourth 
largest “‘confessional” group in Chris- 
tendom. 


The newly dedicated Auditorium 
houses an academy which Calvin, 
who also was noted as a civic re- 
former, opened to train leaders for 
“the church and the civil govern- 
ment.” This was the forerunner of 
the University of Geneva, which is 
marking its fourth centennial this 
year. 


The university’s celebrations, in 
which the City of Geneva partici- 
pated, concluded June 6. 

Calvin is most famous for his “doc- 
trine of predestination,” according 
to which only “the elect” will be 
saved. His doctrinal system set 
forth acceptance of the supreme 
rule of the Scripture in revelation 
and the total sovereignty of God. 
He argued that every member of 
the State came under the discipline 
of the Church, and that the right of 
exercising this discipline was vested 
in the church leaders or elders. 

Calvin’s stern system of church 
control, modified by his successors, 
eventually made him the virtual 
ruler of Geneva. He was consulted 
on matters of law, trade, economy, 
manufacture and other varied as- 
pects of the great city. He helped 
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1,000 people often 


crowded into classes to hear the reformer expound his teachings. 
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Newly restored, hallowed Calvin Au- 


ditorium, where John Calvin and 
other giants of the Protestant Refor- 
mation preached and taught, was re- 
dedicated in Geneva in ceremonies 
marking a number of Presbyterian 
and Reformed anniversaries, includ- 
ing Calvin’s birth 450 years ago. 


recodify the laws and constitution 
of the city and was a leader in its 
negotiations with other states and 
cities. 

From Geneva, Calvin’s doctrines 
were spread by his followers 
throughout Europe and were in no 
small measure responsible for the 
rise of the Hugenots in France, the 
Reformed Churches of the Rhine- 
land, the Presbyterians of Scotland, 
and the Puritans of England and 
New England. 

In 1960, the Church of Scotland, 
mother church of Presbyterianism 
in the English-speaking world, will 
celebrate its 400th anniversary. The 
main event will be a special meet- 
ing in October of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland 
at which tributes will be paid to 
Calvin and to John Knox, who 
brought Scotland into the Calvinist 
fold. 

A pilgrimage to Hungary, which 
boasts a two-million-member Re- 
formed Church, also is being planned 
for 1960. 

In Germany and elsewhere 
Churches of Reformed background 
are preparing meanwhile to cele- 
brate the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the famous Heidel- 
berg Catechism of 1562 which has 
been described as combining in its 
spirit “the intimacy of Martin 
Luther, the charity of Philip Me- 
lanchton, and the fire of John Cal- 
vin.” Melanchton was the closest 
colleague of Martin Luther, the 
great German Reformer, who died in 
1546. 
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Comments on Roman 
Church Textbooks 


Revisions Noted 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Recent re- 
visions of textbooks in Roman Cath- 
olic parochial schools that “contrib- 
ute substantially to the easing of 
Catholic-Protestant tensions” were 
praised here by Glenn L. Archer, ex- 
ecutive director of Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Sepa- 
ration of Church and State. 

Mr. Archer cited as a “conspicuous 
example of timely and fortunate re- 
visions” the new edition of the Cath- 
olic High School Religion Series pub- 
lished originally in 1946 by William 
H. Sadlier under the imprimatur of 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, Arch- 
bishop of New York. 
Counterfeit Analogy 
“The analogy of ‘counterfeit 


money’ under which the old text- 
book classified as ‘counterfeit’ all 
‘non-Catholic methods of worshiping 
God’ has been dropped in the new 
book,” he said. 

He claimed that the new text 
takes a “more liberal approach” to 
the question of Catholic attendance 
at Protestant services of worship. 

“In the original books such at- 
tendance was virtually ruled out un- 
der any circumstances,” he said. 
“But in the new text a distinction is 
drawn between ‘active’ and ‘passive’ 
participation where attendance may 
seem socially obligatory on Cath- 
olics. 

Castigation Dropped 


“Happily, too,” Mr. Archer con- 
tinued, “the bitter castigation of the 
Salvation Army, the American 
Friends Service Committee, and the 
Y.M.C.A. as ‘false religions . . . like 
all partially Christian sects,’ has 
been dropped en toto.” 

He termed “most significant of all 
omission of a section criticizing sep- 
aration of Church and State in 
America.” 


Catholic Editor Denies Any 
Changes in Church Doctrine 


A NEw York (Bulletin)—William J. 
Reedy of New York, editor of the 
Catholic High School Religious Se- 
ries, stressed that recent revisions 
in new textbooks published by Wil- 
liam H. Sadlier here in no way in- 
dicates any change in Church doc- 
trine. 

Tolerance comes through under- 
standing, he said. “Catholic doc- 
trine never changes; those who come 
to understand it more fully change 
their opinion of it.” 
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Syncopation... 


BuFrFaLo, N. Y.—A Methodist pas- 
tor and choir director here have ex- 
perimented with more rhythmic 
worship music and are convinced 
that “there is no sin in syncopation.” 

William H. Tallmadge, choir direc- 
tor of Kensington Methodist Church, 
said that “a great many of the 
hymn tunes sung today would have 
put our Methodist forebear of about 
1830 to sleep or at least caused him 
to wonder why the solemn occasion.” 

Luther M. Ridgeway, pastor of the 
church, said: “I always felt that the 
traditional church music lacked suf- 
ficient vitality when used exclu- 
sively. There should be more va- 
riety.” 

The church’s Junior Choir sang a 
lively gospel spiritual, “It’s Me, O 
Lord” at a worship service and added 
syncopation with a tambourine, clap- 
ping and foot-tapping. A few mem- 
bers of the congregation objected, 
but the majority favored doing it 
more often, Mr. Ridgeway said. 


United Church Grows 


New YorK—A draft constitution 
for the two-year-old United Church 
of Christ, described as the “boldest 
advance yet made toward American 
Protestant unity,” was released here 
by the denomination’s two co-presi- 
dents at a press conference. 

Draft of the constitution was ap- 
proved at the United Church’s sec- 
ond General Synod at Oberlin, O., 
July 5-9. It will now be submitted 
for ratification by two-thirds of the 
Congregational conferences and the 
E & R synods. 

The proposed constitution guaran- 
tees “the autonomy of any congre- 
gation or local church in the man- 
agement of its own affairs’ and 
makes the local church “the basic 
unit” of the denomination’s life and 
organization. Local churches, never- 
theless, will be organized in associa- 
tions and conferences. 

It calls for a national General 
Synod to correlate the denomina- 
tion’s work in home and foreign mis- 
sions, social action, higher education, 
stewardship, public relations and 
other matters. 


O.M.V.1. Problem 


NortH Conway, N. H.—Drunken 
driving is “fast becoming one of the 
greatest problems of our time,” 75 
persons attending the fifth annual 
North Conway Institute on Alcohol- 
ism here were told. 

David A. Works, founder and re- 
tiring president of the North Con- 
way Foundation, which is devoted 
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to the study and cure of alcoholism, 
said “the church must take an- 
other good, long look at this prob- 
lem.” 

Operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated is a charge which is be- 
coming widespread on police blot- 
ters. He cited figures to show that 
in New Hampshire young people 18 
to 24 years of age are involved in 
more accidents than other age 
groups, and that in the youth 
bracket, 12 out of 19 fatal accidents 
involved drinking. 

“These young people are not alco- 
holics,””’ Mr. Works, rector of Christ 
Episcopal Church here, said. “This 
proves that drinking, no matter how 
few drinks are taken, affects the 
judgment of the individual. Perhaps 
the answer to this problem lies in 
total abstinence while driving.” 


400th Anniversary 


Paris—Celebrations marking the 
400th anniversary of the founding 
of the Reformed Church of France 
were launched here as more than 
100 representatives of Reformed and 
other churches in France and for- 
eign countries stood in solemn ses- 
sion to repeat together the words of 
the church’s Confession of Faith. 


@ No Single Answer 
Why the Ministry? 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—There is no one 
answer to the hard question of why 
men enter the ministry. A _ distin- 
guished group of 24 theologians, 
psychiatrists, psychologists, sociolo- 
gists, and ministers came to this 
conclusion after a unique three-day 
conference here on “Motivation for 
the Ministry.” 

The conference was held at South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Sponsored by Lilly Endowment, Inc., 
of Indianapolis, it brought together 
men of many denominations and di- 
verse viewpoints. 

One of the main purposes of the 
Louisville meeting was to raise ques- 
tions that would be the basis for 
further research. Delegates agreed 
they could not set standards for 
motivation of the ministry, but they 
could set goals that might be of 
help to men interested in the min- 
istry and those already engaged in 
it. 


MILLION AMERICAN 
LUTHERANS 


CLEVELAND, O.—Baptized member- 
ship of the American Lutheran 
Church passed the million mark last 
year for the first time, with a total 
of 1,005,174, it was reported here. 

A gain of 32,245 members was re- 
corded in 1958. 
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WCC Central Committee 
Meeting in Greece Aug. 19 


Big Council Meeting 


New YorK—Leading churchmen 
of the world’s Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox traditions will con- 
vene August 19-27 on the island of 
Rhodes, Greece, to review progress 
on their cooperative work and plan 
future programs. 


The event will be the annual 
meeting of the policy-making 90- 
member Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. 


It will be the first committee 
m2eting held in a country in which 
the Eastern Orthodox Church is the 
predominant religious body. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
N. Y., president of the United Lu- 
theran Church, is chairman of the 
Central Committee of the World 
Council. Bishop Henry Knox Sher- 
rill, Boxford, Mass., Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, is one of the Coun- 
cil’s five presidents. There are 19 
other Americans on the Committee. 

The nine-day session will be high- 
lighted by the presentation of major 
papers including two on the topic 
“The Significance of the Eastern and 
Western Traditions within Christen- 
dom.” A series of reports will deal 
with current World Council con- 
cerns including religious liberty and 
areas of rapid social change. 


The committee also will review 
plans for the World Council’s Third 
Assembly. It is expected to give 
final approval to architects’ plans 
for a new $2,500,000 headquarters 
building in Geneva. Work is expected 
to be started on the new structure 
at the end of this year and be com- 
pleted in 1961. 


It is anticipated that the meeting 
will have the largest attendance of 
leaders of the Orthodox churches in 
its history. 

Also expected to attend as ob- 
servers are members of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. The Russian Or- 
thodox Church does not belong to 
the World Council. Observers are 
permitted to participate in meetings, 
but cannot vote. 

The committee will consider de- 
tailed plans for its Third Assembly 
to be held in Asia in 1961, including 
reports from three preparatory com- 
missions dealing with “unity,” “wit- 
ness,” and “service.” The Assembly 
theme will be “Jesus Christ—the 
Light of the World.” 


Long Hours, Low Pay 


PHILADELPHIA—A nation-wide sur- 
vey conducted here by the research 
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and survey department of the Meth- 
odist Division of National Missions 
indicates that three out of five of 
the denomination’s ministers work 
50 to 69 hours a week while one out 
of ten works 80 hours or more. 

Dr. Robert L. Wilson, the depart- 
ment’s assistant director, said the 
survey was conducted by mail in 
all parts of the country among ap- 
proximately one per cent (230) of 
the 26,000 Methodist ministers in the 
U.S. He said the report, entitled 
“The Methodist Minister,” was ade- 
quate for drawing general conclu- 
sions about Methodist pastors. 

Of 163 clergymen who replied, he 
reported, more than half said they 
received inadequate salaries, two out 
of five do some kind of janitorial 
work around the church, and one- 
third think there is at least one 
layman in the congregation who 
tries to “boss the preacher around.” 

Yet, said Dr. Wilson, “fewer than 
three ministers in a hundred stated 
that they would not choose the 
same profession if they had their 
lives to live over.” 


Linked With Action... 


Prayers for Refugees 


GENEVA (RNS)—The World Coun- 
cil of Churches, in a special message 
issued by its five co-presidents, 
called for prayers, intensified action 
and “continuing charity” on behalf 
of the estimated 45,000,000 refugees 
throughout the globe. 

Released in connection with the 
launching of the World Refugee 
Year sponsored by the United Na- 
tions, the message termed the plight 
of homeless people around the world 
“our greatest human tragedy.” 

Addressed to the WCC’s 173 Prot- 
estant, Anglican and Eastern Ortho- 
dox member churches in 52 coun- 
tries, the message was signed by the 
Very Rev. John Baillie, principal of 
New College, University of Edin- 
burg, Scotland; Presiding Bishop 
Sante Uberto Barbieri of the Metho- 
dist Church in Argentina, Uruguay 
and Bolivia; Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, chairman of the Council 
of the Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many (EKID); Metropolitan Mar 
Thoma Juhanon of the Mar Thoma 
Syrian Church of Malabar; and Dr. 
Henry Knox Sherrill, former Pre- 
siding Bishop of the Protestant 
Church in the United States. 

The message expressed gratitude 
to the member churches whose sup- 
port has enabled the World Council 
to help care for refugees. 

The presidents’ statement said 
that “for more than a decade,” tke 
refugees have been “a challenge to 
our compassion and must be a first 
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call on the ministry of those whose 
Lord ‘had nowhere to lay His 
head.’” 

It added that the World Council 
welcomes the World Refugee Year 
program because “we have not... 
always been satisfied that the 
governments of the free world have 
been as constant in their concern 
for a problem which is not only one 
of human tragedy but, unremedied, 
is a continuing threat to peace and 
security.” 

The statement recalled that the 
WCC’s Executive Committee had 


adopted a resolution pledging that | 


the Council, “in addition to its per- 
manent service, will do all in its 
power to cooperate in any con- 
structive initiative taken by govern- 
ments to solve the problem of refu- 
gees.” 


Blow to Some Mo. 
Synod Lutherans 


Conservative Wins 


San Francisco (RNS)—Dr. John 
W. Behnken withstood the challenge 
of four younger men to win election 
for a record ninth term as president 
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod at its 44th triennial conven- 
tion here. 

In the closest contest since he 
was elected the first time in 1935, 
the 75-year-old churchman, who is 
known throughout Protestantism for 
his conservatism, defeated another 
conservative, Oliver R. Harms, 57, 
of Houston, Tex., by a vote of 377 
to 311 on the fourth ballot. 

Some delegates had hoped for the 
election of a younger man, espe- 
cially one favorable to the Synod’s 
affiliation in the Lutheran World 
Federation, an organization repre- 
senting 57 Churches in 28 countries. 

After his election, Dr. Behnken 
reiterated his opposition to mem- 
bership in the federation except ‘‘on 
the basis of the Scriptures, the 
Lutheran confessions, and agree- 
ment on sound, scriptural practice.” 


Methodist Cane Ridge 


LAKESIDE, OHIO—A million dollar 
fund will be sought by The Metho- 
dist Church in the Ohio area to 
begin the renovation, expansion, and 
modernization of this historic 100- 
year-old denominational meeting 
ground, Bishop Hazen G. Werner of 
Columbus announced here. 

Lakeside, which is situated 40 
miles east of Toledo on the shore of 
Lake Erie, has been the site of 
summer conferences by Methodist 
and other Protestant groups for 
three generations. 
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LEARN TO SWIM WELL. 


WATER SAFETY 
BEGINS WITH YOU 


O ONE knows when man 

first summoned enough 
courage to jump into a body of 
water instead of walking around 
it. 

One thing is sure—he’s been 
doing it ever since! 

After countless ages, swim- 
ming remains one of man’s most 
useful, beneficial sports. Few 
other activities combine as much 
good exercise, relaxation and 
sheer fun. 

Another reason for swimming’s 
timeless popularity: nearly every- 
one—young, old, even the handi- 
capped—can enjoy it. A sunny 
day at a lake or beach... any 
day at an indoor pool .. . and the 
fun begins. 

But swimming also has a seri- 
ous side. Statistics show five to 
seven thousand Americans drown 
each year! The “culprit” is sim- 
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ple carelessness—over-familiarity 
that sometimes blinds swimmers 
to basic safety rules. 

To reduce the dangers—and 
add to the fun of summer outings 
—YMCA experts have drawn on 
75 years of water safety experi- 
ence to compile some valuable, 
professional tips. 

First and most important rule, 
they say, is to learn to swim well. 
Because swimming seems so nat- 
ural, some people ignore the need 
for skilled professional training. 
Yet the poor swimmer remains a 
constant menace to himself—and 
others. 

Non-swimmers pose a greater 
threat, according to YMCA water 
safety experts. Until they learn 
the basic fundamentals the only 
advice is stay out of the water! 
Even wading can bring disaster 
if you step into an unexpected 


DON’ T ATTEMPT A RESCUE 
UNLESS YOU'RE A STRONG 
SWIMMER, SKILLED IN LIFE-SAVING. 





ALWAYS RACE 
TOWARDS SHORE -- 
NOT AWAY FROM IT. 


“drop off.” 
It doesn’t matter if the choice 


is a pool, lake or beach—make 


sure a life guard is present. 
Other useful precautions: never 
swim alone; obey all warning 
signs. Many a noggin has been 
split in shallow water . . . many 
persons have been infected by 
polluted water because they 
thought the warning signs just 
part of the scenery. 

It’s also wise not to swim 
through patches of seaweed; it 
entangles you and saps your 
strength. 

Because swimming is an exer- 
cise, personal safety often de- 
pends on physical condition. If 
you don’t rest and cool off after 
exertion, YMCA experts warn, 
plunging back into cold water 
may cause you to black out from 

(Continued on page 31.) 
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August 16, 1959 
Scripture: Lamentations 3:22-26, 
31-40. 


HIS is a song. Basically, it is 

a happy song, although it has 
grown out of extreme sorrow. 
The book as a whole is indeed a 
lament, but in the midst of it we 
find this individual singing be- 
cause he understands his God. 

The situation under which this 
book was written is quite impor- 
tant to understand. The Baby- 
lonians had captured the Hebrew 
people and carried them off into 
captivity. The time was 586 B.c. 
In order to prevent possible in- 
surrection, the city of Jerusalem 
was destroyed. We know full 
well how the people loved the 
city of God. There must have 
been plenty of people who gave 
up and decided that God had de- 
serted them. But this writer had 
not given up. In the midst of 
extreme sorrow he found one of 
the most basic facts of all life. 
God is steadfast and he loves his 
people. 

The problem is to understand 
God’s love in the midst of trou- 
ble and suffering. In this re- 
spect the lesson is not unlike the 
one which we studied about Job 
two weeks ago. The Hebrew peo- 
ple believed that God controlled 
his universe and that he was re- 
sponsible for it. Therefore, if 
captivity came, and with it, the 
destruction of the Holy City, why 
did God do it? Or, why did he 
permit it? This lesson has the 
right explanation. 

The first verse in the lesson 
is written in the familiar form of 
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a Hebrew couplet. The second 
line carries the same idea as the 
first, but in different words. This 
was a favorite form of verse with 
the Hebrews. “Steadfast love 

. never ceases . .. mercies 
never come to an end.” (Lamen- 
tations 3:22.) This is the funda- 
mental fact stated at the outset 
of the lesson. 


The next two verses simply en- 
hance the idea of God’s depend- 
ability. His mercies are “new,” 
his faithfulness is ‘‘great.’’ Deep 
in his soul he knows that the 
Lord is his Lord and therefore 
he lives in “hope.” 

Obviously, the writer was con- 
stantly thinking about his present 
situation. What shall he do now? 
What should the Hebrew people 
do now? A captive people, they 
could not even take satisfaction 
in knowing that the city of God 
was Standing, waiting for them. 
It had been destroyed. In spite 
of all this, the singer knows that, 
“It is good that one should wait 
quietly for the salvation of the 
LorD.” (Verse 26.) 

He knew what many people 
have not learned even today; that 
the Lord intends to fulfill his 
plans for his people. They get 
anxious and want God’s purposes 
to be accomplished through them, 
and immediately. Under circum- 
stances like the ones which the 
writer experienced, one needs to 
take comfort in the fact that God 
knows what he is doing. 

Now we come to the crux of 
the problem which faced the 
writer; indeed, it faces every seri- 
ous-minded person. As we said 
at the outset, the belief that 
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God’s Steadfa 
eS “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


by the Editor 


everything is in the hands of God 
carries with it the natural con- 
clusion that God causes grief. 
(Verse 32.) Sorrow and grief are 
a part of the common lot of man 
and therefore God’s relationship 
to them has to be explained. 


We have to be sure that we 
take these two verses, verse 32 
and verse 33, together. The first 
offers a solution, saying that God 
“will have compassion” again, 
because of “his steadfast love.” 
This is a reason which might sat- 
isfy the mind of a philosopher. 
It does not quite give the com- 
fort necessary for an individual 
to bear his sorrows. 

The next verse gives the ex- 
planation which furnishes the 
comfort. ‘He does not willingly 
afflict or grieve the sons of men.” 
The laws of the universe operate 
upon all creatures, upon all peo- 
ple, equally. This includes the 
personal relationships as well as 
the physical ones. If, for exam- 
ple, the Babylonians are stronger 
than the Hebrews, they win the 
battle. If they want slaves, they 
carry people off into captivity. 

The next three verses show 
that the writer understands what 
“the Lord does not approve.” 
(Verse 36.) In each instance, it 
is the action of evil persons 
against others which brings God’s 
disapproval. 

In the light of all this, we un- 
derstand verses 37-39. Taken 
alone, one would say that the 
captivity and everything else was 
“ordained” by God, and that 
“evil” comes from “the mouth of 
the Most High.” (Verse 38.) 
Taken in conjunction with what 
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has gone before, we see that in- 
deed everything is ordained by 
the Lord; that is, it is his uni- 
verse, and his laws are never-fail- 
ing and they never change. 


Scripture 
Lamentations 3:22-26 
22 The steadfast love of the LORD 
Sieneries: ever one ihe. ae 
23 they are new every morning; 
great is thy faithfulness. | 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says 
my soul, 
“therefore I will hope in him.” 
25 The LORD t to those who 
wait f 
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3:31-40 
31 For the Lord will not 


- it? 
38 Is it not from the mouth of the 
ne 
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39 Why 
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wait. 
for the salvation of the LORD. 


HE title of this lesson comes 

from a very important word 
in the Old Testament which we 
may transliterate chesed. The 
translators of the RSV  consid- 
ered rendering it as “covenant 
love” instead of “steadfast love,” 
because when it is used of God 
it indicates the love and kindness 
which God pours out on his peo- 
ple and which arises from his 
covenant with them, his unfailing 
loyalty to his covenant with his 


_ people. 


Before and during our prayers, 
we should ponder the amazing 
faithfulness of God to the people 
of the covenant, who are now the 
people having accepted his offer 
of salvation in Christ. 

The eternity of God’s love and 
mercies is the foundation of our 


hope, faith, and trust. This is 
actually the greatest thought 
ever revealed to man. Faith in 


this fact is the most powerful 
thing on earth. The power of 
faith is not a belief in the good- 
ness or faithfulness of humanity 
but a belief in the unceasing love 
and mercy of God. 

Let us not misunderstand the 
admonition to “wait quietly for 
the salvation of the Lorb.” This 
is no counsel to be passive and in- 
active. This is a constructive 
and creative waiting for the sal- 
vation of the Lord. The waiting 
involves prayer, preparation, 
meditation, and eager anticipa- 
tion. There is much to be done 
in this waiting for the Lord. 

Though the Lord cause grief, 
he will have compassion and will 
not willingly grieve the sons of 





Meaning for Today 


by J. Daniel Joyce 


men. Some grief and affliction 
is of God, not because he delights 
in our grief but because stead- 
fast love demands that he 
chasten his children to make 
them better people, as the stead- 
fast love of a parent demands 
some chastisement of children 
for their improvement. 

It is still true that God chas- 
tens whom he loves. The justice 
and love of God are but two sides 
of the same coin. There is purpose 
in God’s discipline and I believe 
that all his discipline or punish- 
ment is redemptive in its scope. 

The lesson then gives us the 
occasion of such discipline; 
namely there are some things 
which God cannot approve. He 
is not of neutral mind when the 
rights of any human being are 
brushed aside by one who has 
advantage over him. He is deep- 
ly displeased when the good 
cause of a man is subverted by 
another who has the advantage 
over him. All that I say here 
has reference to those who have 
made a covenant with God 
through Christ, not to non-be- 
lievers. 

Steadfast love asks why a man 
should complain about such be- 
nevolent punishment for his own 
sins. When he feels disposed to 
complain, let him examine and 
test his ways to determine 
whether or not they please God. 
This is the beginning of repent- 
ance. We would do less com- 
plaining, if we spent more time 
examining our ways to test them 
by God’s standards. 
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Consulting the Pastor 
by Charles F. Kemp 








Common Expressions in the Life-Changing Process 


HERE are some familiar ex- 

pressions that every pastor 
has heard many times as he 
makes his calls or meets people 
in his study. Some have deep 
symbolic meaning. Here are a 
few of them. 

“Did anyone ever make such 
a mess of things as I have?” 
This is a common statement. Al- 
most every pastor has heard it 
in one form or another. It ex- 
presses a feeling of embarrass- 
ment, of futility, of isolation. 

Difficulty often makes a person 
self-centered. A man in the 
midst of a problem commonly 
feels that no one has a situation 
quite as bad as he has. One who 
has made a mistake feels that no 
one has been quite so foolish. 

Such feelings need to be ex- 
pressed. When they are brought 
out into the open, shared with 
someone a person trusts, then 
they can be seen free from the 
emotion that clouds and distorts 
the issue. Then a person comes 
to the realization that many 
others have faced similar and 
more difficult situations. Then 
he begins to realize that some- 
thing can be done and this can 
be the starting point for new 
growth. 

“It’s a long, hard pull. This 
is the toughest thing I ever did.” 
This is true. The life-changing 
process is a long pull and a hard 
one. It never ends; it is one of 
the most difficult tasks anyone 
can attempt to do. One of the 
problems faced by the pastoral 
counselor is that people some- 
times come to the pastor expect- 
ing some magic formula. 


They hope that he can solve 
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their problems in one hour or in 
one interview. There is no such 
easy solution. Such people need 
to realize they have taken years 
developing their present attitudes 
and habits. It may take some 
time to revise, reshape and re- 
create them. It is a long, hard 
pull, but it can be done. 

“It is as though I see myself 
for the first time.” This is what 
the psychologists call the point 
of “insight.” This is the time 
when a person sees his life sit- 
uation in a new light, with a new 
understanding, in a clearer per- 
spective. 


Everyone has tensions, anxie- 
ties, fears, problems, frustrations. 
Some have insight or understand- 
ing into their meaning; and, 
therefore, can control them. To 
gain insight into our own expe- 
riences is one of the chief pur- 
poses of the counseling process. 

As a person talks through his 
problem with someone who un- 
derstands, someone whom he can 
trust, someone who accepts him 
as he is, then he comes to the 
place where he can see his life in 
all of its relationships in a new 
perspective. 

Once this has been attained it 
cannot be taken away. Some 
problems may persist, to be sure, 
but he has an understanding of 
their origin and nature which he 
didn’t have before. Instead of 
their controling him, he controls 
them. 

“Do you think I can really 
change? Can a man really be 
forgiven? How can I face my 
friends?” These all are common 
questions. Anyone who has 
struggled with a problem comes 
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to the point where he doubts his 
own abilities to change. He won- 
ders about the attitudes of 
others; he may even question the 
forgiveness of God. 

We certainly would not mini- 
mize any such feelings. They 
can be intense. The important 
thing to remember is that people 
can change. This is the central 
message of the gospel. God is a 
forgiving God. Christ had a for- 
giving spirit. All Christian his- 
tory testifies to it. ‘Even the 
saints had a past.”  Prodigals 
have become sons again. Men of 
weakness have gained strength. 

Anyone familiar with the lives 
of the great men of Christian 
history knows they all experi- 
enced such moments and such 
feelings but they kept on. They 
did change. They gained the as- 
surance of forgiveness. They 
gained an inner sense of accept- 
ance and peace. 

“It is like having a weight 
lifted off of your shoulders.” This 
expresses the feeling of freedom 
and release that comes when a 
person has faced up to a problem 
that has long bothered him and 
found he can live with himself 
again. It may have been some 
concern that was bottled up in- 
side, it may have been a sense 
of guilt he had never expressed, 
it may have been a sense of un- 
worthiness or inadequacy that 
tormented him and destroyed his 
happiness and peace of mind. 
When he develops the courage to 
face the problem, gains insight 
into it and comes to the realiza- 
tion that God really is a God of 
love, that a new life is possible— 
then a real weight has been lifted 
from his shoulders. 
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1,400 Register, Emphasis 
On “Appraisal and Forecast” 


Oregon Convention 


TURNER, ORE.—The Oregon Chris- 
tian Convention registered nearly 
1,400 conventioners and gave em- 
Phasis to “Appraisal and Forecast” 
here June 30-July 5. 

Among the headline speakers were 
Howard E. Short of St. Louis, editor 
of The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank; and Fred P. Thompson, Jr., 
pastor of Englewood Church, Chi- 
cago. 

Also addressing the assembly were 
Dr. Jesse M. Bader, executive secre- 
tary of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples), and 
Walter Cardwell, missionary. 

Robert Mulkey, pastor at Bend, 
Ore., was president of the 1959 Con- 
vention. Jack Hann of Hillsboro 
was elected to lead next year’s Con- 
vention. 

Dr. Short presented five messages 
on the theme “An Old Faith for a 
New Day.” This theme tied in with 
the Convention theme, inspired by 
the state-wide observance of Ore- 
gon’s centennial year: “A New Cen- 
tury for Christ in Oregon.” 

After the annual meeting of the 
Oregon Christian Missionary Society, 
Elby Boosinger of Forest Grove was 
named by the board of directors to 
head the Society as president for the 
next twelve months. He succeeds 
Kenneth Johnston of the Kern Park 
Church, Portland. 


Surgeon General of 
U.S. Appointed 


To Fund. Ed. Board 


HAWKINS, TExAS—Dr. Leroy E. 
Burney, Surgeon General of the 
United States, has been named a 
member of the Council of Consult- 
ants of the Board for Fundamental 
Education. 


Dr. Burney, a native Hoosier, at- 
tended Butler University and is a 
graduate of Ingiana and John Hop- 
kins Universities. 

As a member of the Council, Dr. 
Burney will share with other lead- 
ers in the fields of education, 
science, and agriculture, the struc- 
turing of the Board’s wide program 
in self-help education in seven 
demonstration centers located in In- 
diana, Texas, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Tennessee and West Virginia. 
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Jarvis Christian College at Haw- 
kins is the Texas Demonstration Cen- 
ter of the Board for Fundamental 
Education. 


$5 Million Development 
Program for Culver-Stockton 


C-S, Long Range 


CANTON, Mo.—A five-million dol- 
lar long-range development pro- 
gram for Culver-Stockton College 
has been approved by the board of 
trustees of the College, and will be 
launched in September. 


The 1l-year program has evolved 
from much advance preparation, 
which began with the appointment 
of O. Eugene Moore as director of 
development and assistant to the 
president in 1957. Faculty study 
groups last year analyzed the needs 
of the college during the next 11 
years, and a development council 
was formed earlier this year to 
formulate the long-range program. 

The Plans and Projects Committee 
of the Council has met regularly to 
determine both the nature and 
method of expansion of the college, 
as well as a priority schedule for 
various projects. 


Committee Appointees 


Thirteen Disciples have been ap- 
pointed to the curriculum commit- 
tees of the Commission on General 
Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches. 

Named to the graded curriculum 
committee are Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Mason, Miss Iris L. Ferren, Miss 
Frances M. Hill, Walter J. Lantz, E. 
Lee Neal, Miss Frances Woolery, 
George Caroland, Mrs. Jessie B. Carl- 
son, Arthur H. Syverson, Miss Lola 
Hazelwood, Marvin E. Smith and Ray 
L. Henthorne. Uniform series com- 
mittee members are E. Lee Neal, 
Marvin E. Smith, Sherman R. Han- 
son, and Miss Lola Hazelwood. 


@® Garden City, Kansas 
75th Anniversary 


GARDEN CiTy, KAN.—The Christian 
Church here celebrated its 75th an- 
niversary on Father’s Day, June 21. 

Highlights of the celebration in- 
cluded dedication of the new edu- 
cation building which has been in 
use since January, 1959. 

The Christian Women’s Fellowship 
prepared a historical book to com- 
memorate the occasion. 


Bowling Green, Kentucky, Building Under Way 


CONSTRUCTION has begun on this 
$200,000 air-conditioned sanctuary 
building for First Christian Church, 
Bowling Green, Ky., where Reed 
Carter is pastor. It will contain 





nine classrooms and a suite of of- 
fices. The $45,000 note on the edu- 
cation unit was burned at special 
ceremonies earlier this year. 
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Albia, la., Centennial 


Des MOINES, Iowa.—The Christian 
Church at Albia, Iowa, celebrated 
its one hundredth anniversary June 
21. A worship service in replica of 
one hundred years ago was held. 

The minister, Daniel C. Kechel, 
and ushers were dressed in authen- 
tic costumes of the time and the 
men and women sat on opposite 
sides of the sanctuary. 

It was complete down to the 
acolytes whose long poles were 
ready to waken sleepers. Eveyone 
was asked to wear centennial cos- 
tumes. The sermon was a con- 
densed history of the Albia Chris- 
tian Church, including history of the 
names of those who kept the spirit 
of Christ alive in the community 
through the years. 

The City of Albia is also celebrat- 
ing its centennial this summer.— 
Bruce C. MOSHER 


Oldest Kansan Dies 


Mrs. Alice J. Wilcox, 100, a mem- 
ber of First Christian Church at 
Garden City, Kan., and reportedly 
the oldest resident Kansan, died 
July 4 at her home near Garden 
City. 

Mrs. Wilcox. had been a resident 
of Finney County, Kan., for 51 
years. She had -been a member of 
the Garden City Church since 1920. 
Her progeny includes 13 children, 
29 grandchildren, 58 great grand- 
children and 14 great great grand- 
children. Pastor of the Garden City 
Church is Arthur Fleming. 


D.D. to J. P. Pack 


Dr. John Paul Pack, of Seattle, 
Wash., president of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches, 
was commencement speaker for the 
Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, 
Calif. May 29. Dr. Pack was 
awarded the honorary doctor of di- 
vinity degree. 


School of the Ministry 


MILLIGAN COLLEGE, TENN.—Milli- 
gan College will be host to the an- 
nual “School of the Ministry” Aug. 
10-22. 

The morning lectures, to be fol- 
lowed by “brain-storming sessions” 
under the direction of Warren Math- 
is, pastor of Fountain Square 
Christian Church, Indianapolis, will 
be given by: James VanBuren, 
pastor of First Church, Pittsburgh; 
R. M. Bell president of Johnson 
Bible College, Kimberlin Heights, 
Tenn.; Burris Butler, of the Stand- 
ard Publishing Foundation, Cin- 
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cinnati; and W. R. Walker of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

A series of morning messages on 
the general theme of “Current The- 
ological Trends and the Restoration 
Movement” is to be presented by 
Joe Dampier, provost of Milligan 
College. 


$25,000 to Hiram 


Hiram, O.—A gant of $25,000 from 
the Kresge Foundation toward the 
cost of completing and equipping 
Hiram College’s new Physical Ed- 
ucation, Health and Recreation Cen- 
ter, was announced today by Presi- 
dent Paul Sharp. 

The college was notified of the 
grant in a letter from Amos F. 
Gregory, secretary of the Detroit 
(Mich.) Foundation. 

Workmen are now putting the 
finishing touches on the center 
which includes a gymnasium, swim- 
ming pool and field house. © 


W. O. Lappin, LL.D. 


William Otis Lappin for 31 years 
a professor at Johnson Bible Col- 
lege, was awarded the honorary 
doctor of laws degree as a highlight 
of graduation exercises at the Ten- 
nessee college May 8. 

He received his education at 
Eureka College and University of 
Chicago. Before going to Johnson 
he had taught for five years at 
Milligan College. He was at one 
time a professor at Atlantic Chris- 
tian College. 

A unique feature of the presenta- 
tion was the fact that the degree 
was presented as a surprise to Prof. 
Lappin. 


——(Q hituaries— 


Earl B. Pulse 
Earl B. Pulse, 51-year-old Columbus, 
Ind., industrialist and active Disciples 


layman, died June 8 at the Bartholo- 
mew County Hospital in Columbus. 

President of the Union Starch and 
Refining Company, Mr. Pulse was serv- 
ing his first year as a director of the 
Board of Church Extension. He also 
held director's position in the Christian 
Foundation, Christian Theological Sem- 
inary, American United Life Insurance 
Company and Corn Industries Research 
Foundation, 

Born in Columbus, he was graduated 
from Indiana University in 1930 with 
a bachelor of science degree in business 
administration. He had served on the 
board of trustees of the University 
since 1955. 

He was active in the North Christian 
Church, Columbus, and was a member 
of the Masonic Lodge and York and 
Scottish Rite. 

Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Hazel 
Pulse; a daughter and a son. 


Burnett L. Jacobs 


INDIA NAPOLIS—Burnett L. Jacobs, 62, 
who for 39 years was a member of the 
staff of Southern Christian Institute 
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and Mount Beulah Christian Center, 
Edwards, Miss., died July 9. 

His wife is hostess at Mount Beulah 
and manager of the ‘‘Nex-T-New’’ 
store. His niece is Mrs. Rosa Page 
Welch, gospel singer and church leader 
of Chicago. 

Funeral services were held July 14 
at the Mount Beulah chapel. 

Mr. Jacobs was known widely among 
Disciples for his long term of service 
as superintendent of the farm at S.C.I. 
and Mount Beulah, In 1955 Mr. Jacobs 
received a 35-year service pin from The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
which has operated the educational 
and community service programs at 
Edwards since 1875. 

Born in Kilgore, Texas, he went to 
S.C.I.as a boy of 15 and was graduated 
there. After service in U.S. armed 
forces during World War I, he re- 
turned to S.C.I. as the farm manager. 
Along with the farm work, he was for 
18 years pastor of North Jackson Chris- 
tian Church. Later he ministered to 
College Addition Church until it merged 
with North Jackson. He was pastor of 
the Greenwood Church for eight years. 

Two years ago Mr. Jacobs accepted 
the chairmanship of a state-wide evan- 
gelistic program, traveling about 1,000 
miles a month to meet with local and 
district committees throughout Missis- 
sippi. He was helping to provide an 
in-service training for pastors and itin- 
erant preachers and to develop spiritual 
life and leadership clinics in 34 Missis- 
sippi churches. 


Jennie Pearl Bedford 


Jennie Pearl Bedford of Lakewood, 
Colo., wife of Sidney M. Bedford, Sr., 
Christian Church minister, died May 31. 
Born in Eldorado Springs, Mo., in 1887, 
Mrs. Bedford taught in public schools 
and colleges. Surviving are her hus- 
band, a son, a daughter, a brother and 
two sisters, Interment was in Denver. 


Margaret Curtis Pierce 


Margaret Curtis Pierce, the wife of 
Willis E. Pierce of Parkersburg, W. Va., 
died May 5. Mrs. Pierce graduated 
summa cum laude from Bethany Col- 
lege in 1904. She was in the same 
graduating class as her husband, 

Together the Pierces ministered to 
three West Virginia churches. During 
their ministry at Cameron, W. Va., the 
church became the first living link con- 
gregation in the state. Mrs. Pierce 
served as president of the West Viginia 
Christian Missionary Society and while 
at Parkersburg she was president of the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship and a 
a a gl the board of directors of the 


Surviving are her husband and their 
daughter, Mrs. Paul N. Elbin, wife of 
the president of West Liberty State 
College, from which Mrs. Pierce was 
graduated at the age of 15. 


Percy E. Stiles 


Percy E. Stiles, 81, retired minister 
of the Christian Church, died June 24 
at the Christian Hospital, St. Louis. 
Mr. Stiles had served pastorates in 


Illinois and Wisconsin and was in the 
active ministry for more than 40 years. 

Surviving are his wife and two foster 
sons. 





Bern Keating from Black Star 


BURNETT L. JACOBS, who died July 
9, is shown addressing a group at 
Southern Christian Institute. He was 
on the SCI staff for 39 years. 
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NEWS IN FOCUS 


These five couples were recently commissioned 
for missionary service at ceremonies at Mis- 
sions Building, Indianapolis. Standing, from 
left, are: Dr. and Mrs. Henry Dugan, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Richard Galusha and Dr. and Mrs. Le- 
roy Neal Testerman. Seated are: Mr. and Mrs. 
Danny Spencer and Mr. and Mrs. George Behler. 


PEOPLE and PLACES 


The unique feature of the Palm Sunday services this spring for 

the Northwest Christian Church, Seattle, was this processional. 

The photo was published in the “Seattle Times.” Pastor of the 
church is Harvey C. Hartling. 





Construction has begun for a new education 
building of First Church, Maryville, Mo. Shown 
at May 10 ground-breaking ceremonies are 
Leon Canon, chairman of the board, who is 
turning the first shovel of dirt; Dr. C. M. Chil- 
ton, pastor emeritus of First Church, St. Joseph 
(center); and G. W. Barger, pastor. 


This is the architect’s con- 
ception of a 144-bed men’s 
dormitory of contemporary 
design that is under con- 


Dr. Victor C. Rambo, Disciples medical missionary, demonstrates 

how he removes 60 cataracts daily. The occasion was his ad- 

dress before the church school hour May 10 at First Church, 

Lemoyne, Pa. Dr. Rambo is associated with the Christian Medi- 

cal College, Mungeli, India. “Assisting him’ is Mrs. Mary 

Defibaugh. Looking on is Paul A. Remick, pastor. “The pa- 
tient” is Dalton Curtis, Jr. 





struction on the Atlantic 

Christian College campus in 

Wilson, N. C. The dorm is 

scheduled for completion 
Jan. 1, 1960. 
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Right: There’s nothing like a 
refreshing swim even if the 
beautiful Merced River is cold. 
Mrs. Wright, Jeanie and Jim 

give it a try. 


Below: One of a thou- 
sand sights from the 
south rim of Grand 
Canyon. 


Photos by James R. Wright, Jr. 





HAT something akin to the pio- 

neer spirit which possesses many 
people is providing an ever-growing 
stream of families not only west- 
ward, but north, south and east. 

Crisscrossing our nation on super- 
highways this modern migration is 
identified by station wagons, car- 
top carriers, trailers and what have 
you. And this August many of them 
will be headed for Denver. 

Several years ago we joined this 
back to nature in a modern way 
movement. Each year since we 
have enjoyed some form of camp- 
ing out. And don’t think for a mo- 
ment this experience is confined to 
any one type of person—or age. One 
meets retired couples seeing the 
country for the first time, babies in 
portable play pens while a young 
mother sun bathes and a young fa- 
ther fishes, families in old cars that 
make you wonder, and families in 
new Cadillacs. 

This year it’s vacation and conven- 
tion! Vacation anywhere and Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches in Denver, Colorado. Why, 
the Denver area alone is hard t0 
beat for a camping trip; we would 
not miss the convention; and what 
an opportunity there is to see the 
country between us and there. Pack 
up your car and join us! 

It matters very little where yol 
begin your trip. A couple of sug 
gestions will serve to demonstrate 
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what a rich treasure of nature 
awaits you. 

From mid-Missouri we will move 
up as far as South Dakota to visit 
the Badlands National Monument 
and Mount Rushmore National Me- 
morial. The area is a _ sightseer’s 
dream. Here is Spearfish, site of 
the Black Hills Passion Play, the 
graves of some of the Old West 
characters, the largest gold mine in 
the U.S., etc. 

Then on to Yellowstone National 
Park, which offers some of America’s 
most breathtaking beauty as well as 
fishing, camping, hiking, horseback 
riding, nature lectures and enough 
other interest holders to keep any 
family busy for a month. Camp- 
grounds offer living all the way from 
very modern to quite rustic. By the 
way, these things may be said about 
most of our national parks. 

Now south on US. 89 through 
Grand Teton National Park to Salt 
Lake City, and later east on U.S. 40 
by the Dinosaur National Monument, 
the Rocky Mountain National Park, 
and on to Denver. 

If you are coming from the west, 
and assuming you have already vis- 
ited your own great parks, we would 
suggest picking up the above route 
at Yellowstone and following it to 
Denver. Ora southern swing would 
surely include Grand Canyon. 

From here you can take your 
choice of such sights as Painted 
Desert, Petrified Forest, Mesa Verde 
National Park, Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison, or a route through Zion 
National Park, Bryce Canyon, Dino- 
saur National Monument and on to 
Denver. 

Space doesn’t permit a suggested 
tour from each area, but in the 
north you would not regret a visit 
to one of Canada’s beautiful parks, 
or Isle Royale National Park in Lake 
Superior. In the East is the beau- 
tiful Shenandoah Valley and the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. Around Denver are the Rocky 
Mountains, Pike’s Peak and Garden 
of the Gods at Colorado Springs, the 
great Royal Gorge out from Canon 
City, and unlimited other wonders. 

You should have a tent or trailer 
(or station wagon for two) before 
you start. A sleeping bag and air 
mattress for each one, a small camp 
stove, a lantern, an ice box, water 
can, camp “cook-nest” and wash- 
and-wear clothes should be included. 
It can cost a lot or a little depend- 
ing upon the care you use in selec- 
tion. If you are not sure this is 
for you but want to try it without 
investing too much, you can buy 
most of what you need for a once- 
only trip for what you would spend 
in motels and restaurants. New 
“paper-plus” tents and equipment 
are now available at very modest 
Prices, and a catalog and price list 


AUGUST 9, 1959 





is yours by writing Corporate Re- 
search, Inc., 2361 East Stadium Blvd., 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Information about our 68 national 
parks and monuments may be se- 
cured by sending 15 cents (in coin) 
to the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

And don’t think you must leave 
your worship habits at home when 
you go camping. We have never 
missed a Sunday having the family 
in Sunday school and at worship. 
The Christian ministry in national 
parks, provided by the National 
Council of Churches, and the little 
churches near all areas provide a 
real way to meet God in new light. 

Our two children will never forget 
attending Sunday school on a giant 
fallen redwood in Sequoia National 
Park, or that a black bear visited 





na a 






Mrs. James Wright (Jeanette) and children Jeanie 
and Jim take in some breathtaking beauty atop 
Moro Rock, Sequoia National Park. 


Bryce Canyon National Park, Southwest Utah. 








their “classroom” during the lesson. 

If you properly prepare for it, 
our bet is you will want to do it 
again. You will learn that when the 
twilight puts the day to sleep and 
the forest comes awake there is a 
panorama of sound to add color to 
your hearing. In the morning the 
sun gets up without a sound and 
the freshness of the air is like a 
new Easter dress. 

There is never a time when the 
senses are not stimulated by the 
chipmonk’s chatter, the melody of 
unseen life, the chorale of birds, the 
odor of a log fire and bacon frying, 
and the silent mystery of an open 
evening ‘sky. And each morning is 
a fresh thrill, pregnant with new 
adventure. 

Honest, some of life’s best is free. 
Help yourself. And we'll see you 
in Denver! 


at 
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Brotherhood News 





Dave Roomy, CYF Leader 


Year of Service 


INDIANAPOLIS—David J. Roomy, 
president of 1958-59 International 
Christian Youth Fellowship Com- 
mission, sought to exemplify Chris- 
tian youth and make personal wit- 
ness as he spoke to nearly 12,000 
persons, wrote weekly messages in 
a youth magazine and planned for 
the August Commission. 

He traveled 
to 18 states, in- 
cluding Alaska, 
and met with 
youth groups in 
63 cities. 

He spent a 
month in Mex- 
ico, attending a 
youth _ confer- 
ence and mak- 
ing friends with 
Mexican youth 
and mission- 
aries. Ideas and 
impressions of 
the country and the work of the 
church there were recorded in a 
21-page account. 

In his travels he showed slides of 
his experience in Mexico and in 
an ecumenical work camp and CYF 
conference in Puerto Rico last sum- 
mer. 

Last fall he represented Disciples 
youth at the World Order Study 
Conference and a Consultation on 
Sex Education of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ. 

Sharing with youth and adults in 
local church fellowship, district ral- 
lies and addressing state conven- 
tions, Dave gave assistance in or- 
ganization and planning; made 











SELL FRESH PECANS 
Organizations earn extra money 
selling quality nuts. New crop 
available November 7. 

Write 
CRAWFORD’S 
370 Davis Avenue Mobile, Ala. 











Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM — 1960 


Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 
giving all details. 


MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 


» Head Office 
1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 
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presentations on Christian World 
Friendship Fund and other national 
programs, as well as sharing con- 
cerns on international affairs and 
boy-girl relations; attempted to in- 
terpret the purpose of Christian 
Youth Fellowship. 

Messages about youth’s witness, 
relationships and service appeared 
each week in Vision. 

Roomy also wrote a book-of-the- 
month review for Christian-Evan- 
gelist. 

As youth associate in the youth 
work section of the religious educa- 
tion department and as top execu- 
tive of Commission, Roomy made 
detailed plans and prepared mate- 
rials for Commission, Aug. 20-25, at 
Colorado Woman’s College, Denver. 

Commenting on his concept of his 
office, Dave feels the worthwhile- 
ness of the year for him can only be 
determined by the worth and extent 
of influence on the CYF’ers with 
whom he has become friends. 


New RE Staff 


OVERLAND PARK, KAN.—The Chris- 
tian Church here now has two new 
staff members serving in the area 
of Christian education. 

They are Mrs. Evelyn Walz, dir- 
ector of religious education and ad- 
ministration; and Mrs. Mildred Ben- 
son, director of religious education 
and youth activities. 

Pastor of the church is Forrest 
Haggard. The new staff members 
were installed May 24, when Dr. 
Haggard gave the installation ser- 
mon and Mrs. Martha Clevenger of 
the Christian education staff of the 
Kansas Christian Missionary Society 
led the installation ceremony. 
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Ralph George Messick 


PHILADELPHIA—Ralph George Mes- 
sick, senior at Atlantic Christian Col- 
lege, Wilson, North Carolina, was 
ordained to the Christian ministry 
here June 7. 

Mr. Messick was ordained in Ken- 
sington Church. The ordination 
sermon was delivered by his father- 
in-law, George W. Bishop, minister 
of the Kensington Church. 

Mr. Messick is student pastor of 
the Christian churches in Columbia 
and Selah, N. C. He plans to enter 
Christian Theological Seminary 
upon completion of his undergrad- 
uate work. 

Franklin R. Payne, executive 
secretary of the Pennsylvania Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, presided. 
Other participants were: Leon 
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Smith of the Tioga Heights Church; 
Herbert G. Gearhart of the Third 
Church; and William Davis of the 
Fellowship Church.—GerorGE W. 
BISHOP 


Charles Albert Kraus 


CLEVELAND—Charles Albert Kraus, 
June graduate of Christian Theolog- 
ical Seminary, was ordained by the 
Collinwood Church, Cleveland, Ohio, 
June 14. He is serving as pastor of 
Clarksville Church, Noblesville, Ind. 

Mr. Kraus appeared before the 
Commission on the Ministry of the 
Ohio Christian Missionary Society 
in April, and was recommended for 
ordination by the ordination council 
of the commission. 

Newton D. Kelly, pastor of Col- 
linwood Church, where Mr. Kraus 
was a member before his seminary 
studies, preached the ordination ser- 
mon. Harry Smoyer, chairman of 
the public worship committee of col- 
linwood Church, presided. 

Mr. Kraus, who graduated from 
Shaw High School, East Cleveland, 
and Kent State University, is mar- 
ried to the former Jane Ann Fager 
of LaFountain, Ind.—CLypE H. 
EVANS 


Max R. Jenkins 


St. JOSEPH, Mo.—Max R. Jenkins 
was ordained to the Christian min- 
istry and installed as associate min- 
ister of First Church here, June 14. 


Wayne Niederhuth 


Wayne Niederhuth was ordained 
to the Christian ministry at Cen- 
tral Church, Springfield, Mo., June 
7, when Dr. Richard Pope, professor 
of church history at The College of 
the Bible, Lexington, Ky., delivered 
the ordination sermon. 

Presiding at the service was Joe 
Detamore of Central Church. Mr. 
Niederhuth is a graduate of Drury 
College and was student pastor for 
Christian Churches in Missouri be- 
fore going to The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. 

He received his B.D. degree at 
COB June 5. He was pastor of the 
Drennon Springs, Ky., Christian 
Church while attending COB. 


Don Lanier 


DeEcaTurR, ILL.—Don Lanier was 
ordained to the Christian ministry 
June 14 at Central Christian Church 
here. 

His ordination followed the rec- 
ommendation of Central Church, 
The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky., and University Place Church, 
Lexington. 
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E. HUGH YOUNG, pastor of the Oak 
Park Christian Church (left), is 
shown with other participants in the 
ground-breaking ceremonies (from 
left): Vince Wahlgren, architect; 
Clifford Gaasrud, contractor; J. D. 
Proudy, building committee chair- 
man; J. J. Van Boskirk, executive 
secretary of the Chicago Disciples 
Union. 


Breaking a Record 


A Bible school attendance record 
of 125 years’ standing was broken at 





Church on May 3. 


A total of 177 persons attended 
that Sunday morning service. 

On Feb. 1, the Washington Chris- 
tian Church had a resident member- 
ship of 158 persons. From Feb. 1 
to May 17 there were 54 additions, 
36 by baptism. 

Darrel D. Malcom is pastor. Also, 
James Correll became youth minis- 
ter on June 7. 


W. S. Parish Elected 


W. S. Parish, Jr., minister of First 
Church, Lawton, Okla., was elected 
president of the Oklahoma Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches at the 
state convention in Ponca City, April 
26-29. Mr. Parish is beginning his 
fifth year with the Lawton church. 
Last year he was awarded the Min- 
ister of the Year plaque by the 
Oklahoma Fellowship of Disciple di- 
rectors, an award made to the min- 
ister and education director for their 
teamwork and cooperation. 


Rural Pastor Honored 








the Washington, IIl., 


Christian 


ASHLAND, NEB.—B. F. Parnell, min- 
ister of the First Christian Church 


Brotherhood News 


here, was selected as the “rural 
minister of the year” for Nebraska 
Christian Churches and was pre- 
sented at the State Convention of 
the Nebraska Fellowship of Chris- 
tian Churches, at the East Lincoln 
Christian Church, Lincoln, April 23- 
26. 

Mr. Parnell taught in Kansas 
schools for ten years before enter- 
ing Cotner College for special min- 
isterial training. 

He has been pastor of the Ash- 
land Christian Church for more than 
four years. 


Macon School 


First Church, Macon, Ga., Clyde S. 
Sherman, pastor, was host to a most 
successful school of missions this 
year in which two other churches 
participated—the Woodland Chris- 
tian Church and the Warner Robins 
Christian Church. George Earle Owen 
of the United Christian Missionary 
Society’s staff, was a guest leader. 
Over 200 people were present for the 
first night. Also leading a session 
of the school was Mrs. John Sams, 
the church’s missionary link to 
Thailand. 
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Thanksgiving 
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Christmas 
Bulletin 





YOUR BROTHERHOOD 
WORSHIP BULLETIN SERVICES 








= | 








Your brotherhood Worship Bulletin Serv- 
ice offers you a bulletin for every Sunday 
worship service of the year—48 illustra- 
tions on the front in two colors and 4 in 
full color (Thanksgiving, Christmas, Palm 
Sunday, and Easter). When folded, the 
inside pages are blank for imprinting your 
program. The backs contain a brief mes- 
sage about the work of the brotherhood. 
They fold to 54%” x 814”. Please order 
one month in advance of desired delivery 
date in multiples of 50. The price is 95 
cents per hundred. If you subscribe to this 
Bulletin Service, you may order as many 
additional Thanksgiving, Christmas, Palm 
Sunday, and Easter bulletins as you wish 
at 95 cents per hundred (regular price, 
$2.00 per hundred). 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 


BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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News Bulletins 


Your brotherhood News 
Bulletin Service is ideal 
for use as a weekly pa- 
per, with mimeographed 
or printed church news, 
ealendar of events, ad- 
dress space, ete. Printed 
in black only, the two 
inside, illustrated pages 
are printed with brother- 
hood news at home and 
abroad, and _interde- 
nominational activities. 
Shipped flat, they fold 
to 54%” x 8%”. Please 
order one month in ad- 
vance of desired delivery 
date in multiples of 50. 
The price is 80 cents 
per hundred. 
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North Hollywood 


NortH HOLLywoop, CALIF.—Ray 
W. Wallace, minister of the Univer- 
sity Park Christian Church of In- 
dianapolis, Ind., has become minister 
of the First Christian Church here. 

On June 28 he succeeded Merle E. 
Fish, Jr., who left last fall to be- 
come director of development for 
the School of Religion at the Uni- 
versity of Missouri, after 15 years 
as minister at North Hollywood. 

In addition to his duties as min- 
ister of the University Park Chris- 
tian Church for the past four years, 
Mr. Wallace was lecturer in the de- 
partment of pastoral care and 
preaching at the Christian Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Indianapolis. 

Mr. Wallace has been a member 
of the board of directors of the In- 
ternational Convention, and served 
one term as a member of its com- 
mittee on evangelism of the Home 
and State Missions Planning Council. 


Marshall, Mo. 


MARSHALL, Mo.—James Patrick 
Kelley of Lexington, Ky., has be- 
come minister of education at First 
Christian Church, Marshall, Mo. He 
began his work here July 1. 

Mr. Kelley is a native of Tulsa, 
Okla. For the past two years he 
has been serving as chaplain for the 
Millersburg Military Institute at 
Millersburg, Ky. He received his 
B.D. degree from The College of the 
Bible, June 5, and was ordained at 
his home church, First Christian, 
Tulsa. 


Martinsville, Va. 


WASHINGTON, Pa.—James E. Wil- 
son, for over 5 years minister of the 
Second Christian Church here, be- 
came pastor of Broad Street Church, 
Martinsville, Va., June 1. 

Since he came to Second Church 
there have been 242 additions. The 
local budget has been increased from 
$7,800 in 1953-54 to $38,200 for 
1959. The church has taken on a 
living-link support for one of the 
missionaries of the Disciples of 
Christ—Mrs. Virginia Taylor, who 
serves in the Belgian Congo. 
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Gladstone, Mo. 


James Allen Nichols, for 4% years 
pastor at Skaitook, Okla., where he 
become Oklahoma’s 1957 Rural Min- 
ister of the year, is now pastor of 
the Fairview Church, Gladstone, Mo. 

Mr. Nichols has his B.A. and B.D. 
from Phillips and his Th.M. from 
Princeton.—WILL SESSIONS 


To Atlantic Christian 


WILSON, N. C.—William E. Tucker 
of New Haven, Conn., has been ap- 
pointed associate professor in the 
department of religion and philoso- 
phy at Atlantic Christian College 
here, beginning Sept. 1. 

A graduate of Atlantic Christian, 
Mr. Tucker also holds the B.D. de- 
gree from Texas Christian Univer- 
sity, Fort Worth, and the M.A. de- 
gree from Yale University. 


Springfield, Mo. 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—E. M. Wheatley 
of Gladewater, Tex., began serving 
as pastor of Walnut Street Christian 
Church here May 31. 

He has formerly held pastorates 
at Vinita, Okla. Baxter Springs, 
Kan., West Plains, Mo., and Glade- 
water, Tex. 


Salem, Ore. 


SALEM, OrRE.—David M. Branson 
has begun duties as director of Chris- 
tian education and youth at First 
Christian Church of Salem, Ore. 

Prior to his coming to Salem, he 
served churches at Piedmont, Kan.; 
Oakwood, Okla.; Sawyer, Kan., and 
Clearwater, Kan. 


Athens, Ohio 


ATHENS, OHIO—Richard Kasunic, 
pastor of Christian Church in Cro- 
ton, Ohio, has become assistant pas- 
tor of the Christian Church here. 
He will have charge of junior high 
and high school students, and will 
direct the activities of the Ohio Uni- 
versity students attending First 
Church. Joe B. Maffett is the min- 
ister. 
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Obituaries 





Mrs. Francis L. Eyles 


Mrs. Francis L. Eyles, Sr., 74, for 
nearly 50 years a member of First 
Christian Church, Atlanta, Ga., died in 
Memphis, Tenn., ‘June 9, 1959. 

She was _ a charter member of the 
Southern Christian Home board and 
served as an active board member for 
more than 25 years. In 1957 she was 
honored with an emeritus membership, 

Survivors include her husband, who 
served many years as attorney for the 
S.C.H. board and is also an emeritus 
member. Also surviving are two sons, 
F. L. Eyles, Jr., Florissant, Mo., and 
Dr. Don E. Eyles, Memphis, Tenn., and 
one daughter, Mrs. Clarence Lewis of 

Atlanta, Ga, 


Mrs. G. W. McQuiddy 


Mrs. G. W. McQuiddy, minister's 
brag died in Jacksonville, Fla., on 


Born in 1886, near Bloomington, Neb., 
Clara Carroll was married to G. W. 
McQuiddy on Dec. 28, 1904, in Alva, 
Okla. Following a number of pastor- 
ates in that state and in Missouri and 
Kansas, the McQuiddy’s accepted a 
call to Jacksonville Central Church and 
their work there in November, 
Mr. McQuiddy died on July 6, 


Mrs. McQuiddy held many important 
positions, both in the church and in the 
community. She was choir director of 
Central Church during her husband's 
pastorate and teacher of the Loyal 
Women’s Bible Class, 1941-1958. 

Closest to her heart, and perhaps her 
greatest contribution, was the library 
at Central Church, which she started 
in 1937 and which bears her name. She 
was librarian until shortly before her 
death 

The funeral service was conducted 
by Howard E. Dentler, pastor of Cen- 
tral Church, assisted by John B. Nance, 
one of the church’s former ministers 
and now pastor of oes Ny Church, 
Jacksonville. Mrs. McQuiddy is sur- 
vived by a daughter, a son, and several 
grandchildren. 


LeRoy Carter 


LeRoy Carter, retired minister who 
only recently had been serving as ad 
interim minister of Bethany Church, 
Springfield, Mo., died June 24. His 
most recent pastorate was with the 
church at Iowa Park, Tex., a suburb 
of Wichita Falls. 

Dr. Carter served the Iowa Park 
Church for four years. He saw a new 
$150,000 edifice dedicated last October. 
During the past en vr years he gave 
leadership in the building of three new 
churches at an approximate cost of 
$500,000. The first was at Mineral 
Wells, Tex., where he completed a 
7-year pastorate with the dedication 
of a building in October, 1951. The 
next was at Hillsboro, Tex., when the 
new church was dedicated Dec. 19, 1954. 

Dr. Carter had a special interest in 
Christian education and in each state 
where he had ministered he served on 
commissions on Christian education. 

Born in Cambridge, Ohio, Dr. Carter 
graduated from Bethany College, Beth- 
any, W. Va., and received the bachelor 
of divinity degree from Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary. He received the Ph.D. 
degree at Auburn Theological Seminary. 


Chester Cassity 


Chester Cassity, an elder of First 
Christian Church, New Castle, Ind, 
who was for many years a soloist for 
the church choir died April 3 at Henry 
County Hospital. 

R. Melvin Thompson, pastor of First 
Church, described the late Mr. Cassity 
as “an elder who performed his duties 
conscientiously.” 
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James Phillip Marshburn is shown 
as he was congratulated by his min- 
ister, Ira A. Kirk, after he was pre- 
sented with the God and Country 
Award at First Christian Church in 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 


He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 


D. O. Marshburn. The elder Mr. 
Marshburn is a deacon and Mrs. 
Marshburn is a Sunday church school 
teacher. The Boy Scout is a junior 
deacon and is president of the Chris- 
tian Youth Fellowship. 

Mr. Kirk who served the church 
for 5% years is now the minister of 
Park Hill Christian Church in North 
Little Rock, Ark. During his min- 
istry at Rocky Mount there were 
230 additions and a new building 
was planned, erected and dedicated 
at a cost of $227,000. 


California Districts 


Los ANGELES—Nearly 3,000 peo- 
ple participated in nine district con- 
ventions in Southern California 
which were highlighted by inspira- 
tional music and program activity 
for both young people and adults. 

The theme of the conventions was 
“Stepping Stones to Victory.” 

The sessions for young people 
made use of district youth leaders 
and were climaxed at an evening 
worship service. 

The six members from the South- 
ern California Christian Churches 
state staff participated. In each 
convention a minimum of four 
afternoon workshops were con- 
ducted by Dr. James Parrott, exec- 
utive secretary; Dean Canady, sec- 
retary for Christan education; and 
Russell Hensley, secretary for new 
church development. Among the 
speakers were: Miss Edna Poole, 
missionary on furlough from Africa; 
Ira Paternoster of the United 
Society staff; and John Sams, fur- 
loughed missionary to Thailand. 

The major emphasis for the dis- 
trict assemblies was preparation for 
the “Decade of Decision.” 
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Brotherhood News 
N. C. Pastor Marries 


In a private ceremony Friday 
evening in the Farmville Christian 
Church Miss Minnie Ethel Sutton 
was married to Henry F. Speight, 
Jr., pastor of First Christian Church 
in Vanceboro, N. C. Jack Daniels 
officiated. 

The bride is the daughter of 
the late Cecil C. and Sarah Ann 
Willis Sutton of Vanceboro, N. C. 
She graduated from Columbia Busi- 
ness College, Hagerstown, Md., and 
is employed at the Dupont Com- 
pany, Kinston. 

The bridegroom, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry F. Speight of Greenville, 
is a graduate of East Carolina 
College, Indiana State Teachers’ 
College, and Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis. 


ACC Student Loans 


WILSON, N. C.—Atlantic Chris- 
tian College has received a second 
allotment of $12,036 from the United 
States Department of Health, Ed- 
ucation and Welfare under the Na- 
tional Defense Student Loan Pro- 
gram, it was announced by Milton 
J. Adams, College Treasurer. 

The second allotment brings to 
$14,664 the total amount received 
by the college under the fund agree- 
ment. The student loan program 
is set up to run until 1966 and each 
participating college is required to 
match the allotments from the gov- 
ernment in the ratio of $1 for each 
$9 received. 

Students are allowed up to 10 
years to repay the loans. Students 
may borrow up to $1,000 per year 
and no more than $5,000 from the 
fund during their educational ca- 
reers. 


New Miami Church 


MIAMI—The new First Christian 
Church of North Dade, Miami, Fla., 
has been under construction since 
March 8, when the speaker for 
ground-breaking services was John 
Updegraff, chairman of the Florida 
Christian Missionary Society. 

The sanctuary will seat 400 and an 
additional chapel will handle an 
overflow of 100. The sanctuary is to 
have a unique 18-foot aluminum 
steeple which will be lighted and 
contain carillon bells. There will 
be a two-story, eight-room addition 
to the education wing and an ad- 
ministrative area. 

Cost of the new building will be 
approximately $144,000 and con- 
struction is slated to be completed 
by September. 
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LIVING CHURCH 


By Lynn Harold Hough. This un- 
usual book traces the effect of the 
preaching ministry in the life of the 
church from New Testament times 
to the contemporary scene. It pic- 
tures the ministry as the living voice 
of the church, speaking with convic- 
tion to interpret the sacraments, offer 
prayer, and proclaim the gospel to 
the world. 10L373, $2.50 


HORIZONS 
OF CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY 


By Paul S. Minear. In this book 
is presented an illuminating picture 
of the meaning and purpose of 
Christian society. The author probes 
the significance of church member- 
ship, the ministry of the laity, and 
the destiny and call of the Christian 
community. He shows that ll 
Christians, regardless of their na- 
tional or denominational differences, 
are embodiments of the City of God. 
10H409, $2.75 
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@ Mrs. Emory Ross of New York 
City, Disciples consultant for the 
National Council of Churches, spoke 
to the Methodist Women of the 
Southeast July 1-8 at Lake Juna- 
luska, N. C. Mrs. Ross taught a class 
on Africa at the annual school of 
missions and Christian service of the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Serv- 
ice for the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 
—JAMES W. CARTY 


@ Dr. James Blair Miller, professor 
of Christian education at Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
is serving for one month as 
guest professor in the Iliff School 
of Theology, Denver, Colo. He began 
his work there July 21. 


@ Eighty-two members were added 
to Nelsonville, Ohio, during the first 
year of the ministry of Ted G. 
Faulconer. This was Mr. Faulconer’s 
first year in the ministry. 


@ Hillside Church, Kansas City, Mo., 
has received almost 600 members 
since Nov. 21, 1945, when Virgil G. 








Here is an 
important book 
for ministers 
and educators 





THE CHURCH: 
The Gifted and 
the Retarded Child 


By Charles F. Kemp. Here 
is an introduction to applied 

sychology in religion and 
men related a the ex- 
ceptional mind—those minds 
above and below average in- 
telligence. It tells how these 
minds can be helped to make 
the greatest possible use of 
their potentialities and capa- 
bilities in Christian living. 
10C592, $3.50 








—” 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 
OF PUBLICATION 


BOX 179; ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 





28 (1020) 


EWS CAPSULES 


Nalley called the first meeting of 
the congregation. There were 24 
persons who first came forward to 
begin that church. There were 36 
additions on Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday of this year. 


@ At a recent service in the Chris- 
tian Church, Canton, Mo., new Com- 
munion appointments were dedicated 
to the memory of J. Walter Carpen- 
ter, father of Dr. Paul Carpenter, 
and presented to the church by 
the Carpenter family. The Com- 
munion table was dedicated to the 
memory of George Albert Walker 
and Edna Miller Walker, and was 
given to the church by their son 
and daughter, Justice and Wanda 
Walker. Pastor of the church is 
Roy Blalock. 


@E. J. Penhorwood is now in his 
32nd year of his ministry with 
Southside Church, Lima, Ohio. The 
church is building a $165,000 edu- 
cation unit and has allocated $100,- 
000 for sanctuary improvement and 
parking. 


@The Hillsboro Christian Church, 
Tampa, Fla. has been enjoying 
evangelistic success. There were 97 
additions from July 1, 1958, through 
Easter this year and the church has 
been advancing in other ways. 


@H. Parr Armstrong, minister-at- 
large, who lives in Fort Worth, Tex., 
visited the Middle East May 15—June 
15, studying with American friends 
of the Middle East. An official dele- 
gate of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches, he traveled 
with a party of 35 in a people-to- 
people mission, called “Operation 
Insight.” 


@ After completing two years as 
dorm parents for the girls’ dormitory 
at the Yakima Indian Christian 
Mission at White Swan, Wash., Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur A. Harriman are 
now serving interim ministries. 
They live at 850 Laurelhurst Drive, 
Eugene, Ore. 


@ Miss Osceola A. Dawson, registrar 
at the West Kentucky Vocational 
School, spoke at Central State Col- 
lege, Wilberforce, Ohio, May 10. The 
occasion was a joint convocation of 
students and the mothers’ associa- 
tion of Central State College. 


@ R. Powell Mead, minister at Cen- 
tral Christian Church, Terre Haute, 
Indiana, recently was elected presi- 
dent of the Terre Haute Council of 
Churches for the year 1959-60. This 
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is the second time Mr. Mead has held 
this position. He served as president 
in 1951-52. Mr. Mead is in his 
eleventh year at Central Church.— 
HowarD E. ANDERSON 


@ Dr. Donald McGavran, a former 
missionary in India and professor 
of religion at the College of Mis- 
sions of the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, will be a guest 
professor of religion at Bethany Col- 
lege, Bethany, W. Va., next year. 


@ Mrs. Betsy Collins of Indianapolis 
has been named a member of the 
National Council of Churches’ de- 
partment of the ministry. One of 
the first women to serve the depart- 
ment, she will work with a commit- 
tee for enlistment and counseling 
of candidates. 

Mrs. Collins is a departmental as- 
sociate in The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society’s department of 
church development and evangelism. 


@ Reports from the Indiana churches 
show that there were 1,446 by bap- 
tism, and 854 by transfer, making 
a total of 2,300 additions reported 
from Jan. 1, 1959, to Eastertime. 


@The congregation of the first 
Christian Church, Idaho Falls, has 
voted to relocate and build the first 
unit of a new church plant. This 
church, which only six years ago was 
a mission congregation, recently ap- 
proved a budget for the coming year 
of nearly $14,000. There has been 
42 additions in the past ten months. 
Delmar M. Talley is completing his 
first year as minister. 


@ Two Disciples spoke at the 30th 
annual summer vesper series at Pea- 
body College, Nashville, Tenn. They 
are Dr. Ronald Osborn, professor of 
church history at Christian Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Indianapolis, Ind., 
and Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor of the 
Christian Century.— JAMES W. CARTY 


@ Hadley R. Crawford began his 
duties as minister of music of the 
Country Club Christian Church, 
Kansas City, Mo. June 15. Mr. Craw- 
ford was associated with Simpson 
College, Indianola, Iowa, for 14 years 
and previous to that was for ten 
years minister of music for the 
Union Avenue Christian Church, St. 
Louis. 


@ James M. Flanagan of St. Louis, 
associate editor of The Christian 
Evangelist-Front Rank, addressed 
the Eastern Regional Christian 
Writers’ Conference at Eastern Bap- 
tist College, St. Davids, Pa., June 
Zi, 


CORRECTION 


Berlin Hanks is serving the Booner 
Mill Christian Church, Booner Mill, 
Va., not Richmond, Va., as was re- 
ported earlier. 
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‘‘¥ou Are What You Read’’ 


NEW TRANSLATION 


The Amplified New Testament. 
Frances E. Siewart, Research Secre- 
tary. Zondervan Publishing House. 
989 pages. $3.95. 


One more modern translation of 
the New Testament puts in its ap- 
pearance. This one has a particular 
purpose to fulfill. The editorial 
committee started with the convic- 
tion that “there never has been, nor 
can be, an entirely adequate trans- 
lation of the New Testament ... 
[because] the difficulties involved 
in expressing the ideas bound up in 
one Greek word or phrase in an 
equivalent English word or phrase 
are often insurmountable.” 

So the feature of this translation 
is its “multiple expressions” put into 
the text in parentheses or brackets. 
Usually just a word is added, some- 
times a whole sentence.—H. E. S. 


CALVIN ETHICS 


John Calvin: The Man and His 
Ethics. By Georgia Harkness. Abing- 
don Press. 266 pages. $1.50 (Paper). 


This Apex Book is a reprint of the 
study of Calvin first published in 
1931. This is a work which is worth 
the cost, in spite of,its age. The 
author gives a brief summary of 
Calvin’s life and then devotes her 
attention to the most criticized phase 
of Calvin’s thought, his ethics. The 
author is admittedly not a Calvinist, 
but she does Calvin the justice to 
differentiate frequently between his 
thought and the ethical excesses of 
later Calvinists—G. HuGH WILSON 


DISAPPOINTING 


Is It True? By Martin Hollensen. 
The Wartburg Press. 197 pages. 
$2.75. 


Here is another book of lectures 
delivered by a pastor to an adult 
class preparing for church member- 
ship. Occasionally such books are 
helpful but this one is quite disap- 
pointing. 

There are at least two major 
weaknesses in the book. First of 
all, it is strongly Lutheran in orien- 
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tation and point of view. This 
would not be considered a weakness 
if it were read by those primarily 
in the Lutheran tradition. But it is 
a definite weakness if the publisher 
means to distribute it widely among 
those of other traditions. 

A second weakness, and more seri- 
ous, is the book’s lack of acquaint- 
ance, in nearly every chapter, with 
modern theological and _ textual 
scholarship. Look, for instance, at 
the chapter on baptism. The au- 
thor writes, “We know that children 
were baptized in the early church. 
For instance, when Paul baptized the 
jailer at Philippi at midnight we are 
told that he baptized also the jailer’s 
household which surely included 
children.” To say “we know” chil- 
dren’ were included is strange logic 
indeed! 

Even though the author is writing 
on Christian fundamentals in non- 
theological language he is still obli- 
gated to interpret to his readers the 
best of contemporary thinking and 
scholarship. 

An illustration of how he fails to 
do this is his attempt to prove that 
sprinkling was common practice in 
the early church, by citing Mark 
7:3. The word “baptizmos” is trans- 
lated in the KJV as “washing’”—the 
“washing of cups, and pots and 
bronze vessels and of tables.” The 
author argues that it is conceivable 
that the utensils could be dipped or 
immersed, but that it is absurd to 
conceive of the table being im- 
mersed. 

The author has not examined the 
Greek text very well. The word 
translated “table” is not included in 
the most reliable manuscripts (see 
Nestle’s Greek New Testament or 
the Interpreter’s Bible). It is omitted 
from the RSV. 

There are many other and con- 
siderably better books that interpret 
the Christian fundamentals to lay- 
men.—DANIEL B. MERRICK, JR. 


IMMORTAL 


The Messiah (Record). By Leon- 
ard Bernstein and the New York 





Philharmonic Orchestra. Columbia 
Records. 40 Numbers. $7.98. 


In two long-playing records Han- 
del’s immortal Messiah is presented 
in a Columbia album. This is the 
Messiah at its best, colorful and 
moving. The orchestration is per- 
fectly provided by the New York 
Philharmonic, conducted by Leonard 
Bernstein. Soloists are Adele Addi- 
son, soprano; Russell Oberlin, coun- 
tertenor; David Lloyd, tenor; Wil- 
liam Warfield, baritone. Choral ar- 
rangements are significantly handled 
by the Westminster Choir under di- 
rection of John Finley Williamson. 
This is a treasure for anyone’s col- 
lection of religious music.—GuUIN 
REAM 


GRAHAM PIANIST 


Prelude to Worship (Record). By 
Tedd Smith, Pianist, with Orchestra. 
RCA Victor. 12 selections. $3.98. 


This record by Tedd Smith at the 
piano is a very unusual and out- 
standing religious record. Tedd 
Smith’s ability at the piano some- 
what reminded me of Artur Rubin- 
stein’s work with some of his fa- 
mous records. His interpretation of 
He Leadeth Me, Abide With Me and 
Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee, 
as well as many others, are entirely 
different from anything that I have 
ever heard before. Of course he has 
an orchestra background and the 
listening was very easy. Mr. Smith 
was primarily noted in Canada, and 
more recently has been playing with 
the Billy Graham crusades. 

This record would be of primary 
interest to individuals who are in- 
clined to love our greatest hymns 
set in a more classic type of inter- 
pretation. One side of the record 
starts off slowly on the first hymn 
and then begins to move. I had 
played this before to the point where 
I believed the record was not of any 
tremendous value, but after I played 
the entire work I changed my mind. 
This is one of the finest records we 
have, but I still feel that it is lim- 
ited to those who love the classical 
symphonic treatment of great hymns. 
—W. E. REED 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Disapproves Recognition 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Your editorial of June 7, 1959, on 
the “China Story,” to my way of 
thinking doesn’t agree with the 
thinking of a good many Christian 
people. 

Yes, to our sorrow the United 
States recognized Soviet Russia, 
which was forced upon us from the 
aftermath of World War II, and 
other questionable countries that 
you mention. I will go along with 
this for these countries and try to 
do the best with them we can. 

In the 65-page report, why did the 
Cleveland Conference put in a sin- 
gle paragraph urging the inclusion 
of Red China in the United Nations? 
This is what Russia has been trying 
to put over for many years so that 
they can have another vote in the 
United Nations. 

Why didn’t the Cleveland Confer- 
ence recommend Formosa if they 
wanted the China people repre- 
sented? Red China fought us in an 
undeclared war and killed hundreds 
of our boys during the Korean af- 
fair, and their conduct with Formosa 
has been anything but Christian. 

I don’t believe that half of the 
200 clergymen present at the Cleve- 
land conference were Communist 
inspired. I think they were taken 
in by some of the main speakers. 
One especially you mention in your 
article was up before an investigat- 
ing committee for questioning long 
before the Cleveland conference. 

Your article states the Hartford 
meeting encouraged criticism from 
within and without the Church, and 
you say it is too bad that such an 
exchange of ideas in a Christian 
spirit has not been forthcoming. I 
hope you won’t consider my criticism 
non-Christian because it doesn’t 
agree with your article, as I’m a 
reader of the CH-FR and I haven’t 
accepted anything from the enemies 
of the National Council. 

It seemed to me that the tone of 
your article was that all that dis- 
agree to this one single paragraph 
in the report are non-Christian. I 
am not criticizing the other part of 
the 65-page report or the National 
Council of Churches, and am sure 
they are doing a lot of good and 
would like to see the church make 
many recommendations in the world 
and government affairs, but would 
certainly want better judgment used 
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than was in this one single para- 
graph. 

This subject was brought up in 
the Front Rank once before by 
Bishop Oxnam. I was tempted to 
write a rebuttal to his article, but 
when this one came out in our 
church paper, of all papers, I 
couldn’t resist—L. A. Stitt, Pratt, 
Kan. 


EpDIToR’s COMMENT: If we could 
all express our disagreements in the 
fine Christian spirit of this letter, 
the church and the world would be 
far better off. In reply, we are 
sorry if our tone implied that ev- 
ery serious objector to the Cleve- 
land action is un-Christian. We 
tried to guard against this inference 
with reference to Dulles, Judd and 
Poling, all highly respected Chris- 
tians, from our point of view. 

Again, the Chinese government 
on Formosa is already recognized. 
In any case, “recognition” signifies 
neither approval nor disapproval, as 
witness our opposite attitudes to- 
ward Nationalist China and Russia. 
Recognition does give a closer base 
of operation which is probably why 
we have diplomatic relations with 
several Communist countries. 

The enemies of the National 
Council continue to pretend that 
“recognition” suggestions mean that 
one is trying to help communism, 
consciously. This is what we were 
condemning. 

The more we read the Reynolds 
article (CE-FR, May 10), the more 
we believe that they are about as 
good authorities as could be found. 


Fact or Friction? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Thank you for your honest and 
illuminating editorial, “The China 
Story.” It is by far the best ap- 
praisal of the many I have read, 
and it is a pity that so many, even 
after reading it, will continue to 
prefer friction to fact.—RoBERT F. 
GLover, Ponca City, Okla. 


Reynolds Article 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

I have just been reading, in your 
May 10th issue, the most inspiring 
article by Harriet and Hubert Reyn- 
olds, entitled “Christianity in China,” 
and I want to compliment you upon 
printing such a fine presentation. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Letters ... 


This article is not only a great 
tribute to an amazing Chinese Chris- 
tian, but also a courageous state- 
ment concerning the whole matter 
of China, the United Nations, and 
the United States——CHARLES P. JER- 
vEY, West Hartford, Conn. 


Friend of Shao 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have read with great interest 
the editorial on “The China Story” 
in the June 7th issue. Congratula- 
tions on a courageous editorial! You 
have said some things that need say- 
ing, and said them so forcefully. If 
we get to the point where we can- 
not discuss matters such as this with 
reason and mutual confidence, God 
pity us. 

I was stunned by the news about | 
Luther Shao. It is hard to believe. 
He and I were good friends when 
we were at Yale. I helped him 
with the English of his dissertation 
and my wife typed it for him. He 
visited with us when he was in this 
country in 1947. He was a great 
person, and his death is a real loss.— 
J. PHILIP Hyatt, Nashville, Tenn. 


Appreciates Firmness 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


May I compliment you on the 
straight-forwardness, firmness and 
clarity with which you wrote the 
editorial, “The China Story.” I want 
to be one of the many who will back 
you on this. 


It is indeed too bad that an ex- 
change of ideas on the subject in 
the Christian spirit has not been 
forthcoming. I was most interested 
in the facts still unanswered by the 
“character attacking” factions, espe- 
cially point four in the Reynolds ar- 
ticle (CHE-FR, May 10), that “recog- 
nition of any government means 
recognition of the existence of that 
government, not approval.” 


Christians had better pray fervent- 
ly for a cleansing of their hearts, 
minds and souls before they make 
many more slanderous attacks on 
some of our most devoted and hum- 
ble Christians. May God help them 
to break through their self-satisfied 
piety and start practicing real Chris- 
tianity in the realm of government 
and politics at a time when it may 
mean the saving of the world.—Mrs. 
JOHN HANSEN, Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida. 
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WATER SAFETY 
(Continued from page 15.) 


a sudden rise in blood pressure. 
It may also cause painful, dis- 
abling cramps. 

Recognizing physical limita- 
tions—and refusing invitations 
to competitive swimming when 
you’re not in shape—is no dis- 
grace. Endangering a rescuer’s 
life by collapsing from overex- 
ertion is! Learn how far you 
can swim and don’t go beyond 
your limit. If you do compete, 
race toward—not away from— 
shore, and have a third person 
present. 

Vital to measuring your ability 
is knowing the water’s depth and 
the current’s strength. Remem- 
ber, you can’t tell either from the 
surface and must make it a point 
to find out. 

If you are trapped in a strong 
current, “Y’’ experts give this 
advice: don’t fight it. Swim 
across the current and gradually 
work your way in toward shore. 

Perhaps the greatest water 
menaces are the “would-be hero” 
and the “water show-off.” It’s a 
grim rule, but performing dan- 
gerous stunts to impress people 
sooner or later gets you in trou- 
ble. And rescue attempts by un- 
qualified swimmers can multiply 
tragedies. No one should at- 
tempt a water rescue until he’s 
passed an expert course in rescue 
techniques. 

Not all of water safety is di- 
rectly related to swimming. The 
recent rise in popularity of boat- 
ing and skin diving has added 
to the problem. 

Once more, application of com- 
mon-sense rules can keep you 
free of trouble. Most important 
rule—as with all water activity 
—is only good swimmers should 
go boating or attempt skin div- 
ing. 

Other tips: when getting into 
a small boat, use only the stern 
or the bow so you have greater 
stability. Don’t dive from boats; 
you may literally knock yourself 
out. When you want to take a 
dip, throw in a rope or anchor 
to make sure of the depth, slide 
into the water and keep close by. 
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If alone, keep a grip on the tow 
line. 

Though following the safety 
rules avoids most accidents, a few 
emergencies may still occur. If 
they do, remember: the best pol- 
icy is always to keep calm, and 
use your head. Here are some 
emergency rules laid down by 
YMCA experts: 

If a boat capsizes—stay with 
the boat. 
trouble—and you're not a rescue 
expert—try reaching him with a 
pole or clothing or throw him 
something buoyant to hang on. 
Sometimes it’s possible to reach 
the swimmer by hanging on to 
a dock or float with your free 
hand. 

Even if the rescued swimmer 
looks in hopeless shape, quick 
application of artificial respira- 
tion usually revives him. 

All it takes to blunt the edge 
of danger is a little effort to 
know—and follow—the basic 
rules. 

One last item: the YMCA op- 
erates over 630 swimming pools. 
In each you can learn how to 
swim—or to improve your swim- 
ming ability. 

Have a happy—and 
summer! 


safe— 





YOUNG PHEASANTS 


by Alma Robison Higbee 


Where the old fence climbed the 
meadow 

And osage orange leaned upon 
the rail, 

I saw the young wild pheasants 
hiding, 

Embossed on springtime’s braille, 

And thought how narrow their 
span of living 

As they lay frozen beneath a 
sheaf 

Of velvet, long-leafed mullein, 

Still as a wind-hushed leaf. 

God, would you hold back the 
shattering thunder 

When some far morning is dewy 


pearled 

And leave these small shadowy 
creatures 

In their green-brown shadow 


world. 


If a swimmer is in 





Today a girl marries for 
keeps. She keeps house and 


keeps on working at her old 
job. 
Edna May Bush 

x xr 


WATCH YOUR TONGUE 
At the most inopportune 


moment 
In the most embarrassing 
way, 
Out of the mouth of my 
babe 
Come things 
She’s overheard me say. 
Suzanne Davis 
we 


SWISS VERSION 


When a girl dresses like 
a twelve-year old, talks like 
a four-year-old and acts like 
a twenty-year old, you know 
she’s a teen-ager. 


Schweizer Illustrierte 
x*«e* 


OLD PAL 


It’s strange but true that 
when some fellow you knew 
in school attains some lofty 
public office, you are glad 
for his sake—but somewhat 
apprehensive for the future 
of the country. 





(1023) 31 


Wee) | ee Oa 


Let’s Talk It Over | 


bh 
ew 
6 
eel 
= 
6 
— 
a 
et 
v 
— 


3 ace) | ed ae 7 





LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: Why is it that 
parents who are active in the 
work of the church discourage 
their own children from choos- 
ing a Christian vocation? Our 
churches seem to do little or 
nothing to produce ministers and 
missionaries. 


ANSWER: There are un- 
doubtedly some parents who do 
discourage their children when 
their offspring begin to talk 
about a Christian vocation but 
there are many homes where the 
very atmosphere seems to pro- 
duce Christian leaders. 


Recently a wonderful couple 
in the state of Pennsylvania 
celebrated their golden wedding 
anniversary. I happen to know 
their three children. One of 
their sons is president of one of 
our oldest colleges. Another 


son is on the faculty of one of. 


our seminaries. Their daughter 
is the wife of a seminary pro- 
fessor and is a great servant 
of the church. 

The children and their fam- 
ilies came home for the golden 
anniversary. While I have never 
been in that home, I am sure no 
stumbling blocks were placed in 
the pathway of those who chose 
a Christian vocation. 

A few Sundays ago I had 
part in the ordination of Vaughn 
Alexander at Elwood, Indiana. 
Vaughn had just received his 
B.D. degree from Brite College 
of the Bible. One of his 
brothers gave the call to wor- 


ship and the invocation prayer. 
That brother is in Transylvania 
College preparing for the min- 
istry. Another brother read the 
Scriptures and he is in Bethany 
College preparing for the minis- 
try. 

Still another brother, who is a 
student of Christian music, 
sang the solo. The father of 
these four boys served as pre- 
siding elder at the Communion 
table and the mother teaches a 
class each Sunday in the church 
school. The beautiful ordina- 
tion service had been aranged by 
the pastor. Certainly here is a 
church that is producing min- 
isters and parents who give en- 
couragement to such a program. 

Having just finished four 
months as an interim state sec- 
retary I find myself frightened 
sometimes about one problem. 
Some of the current seminary 
graduates feel that they should 
be placed in promising situa- 
tions with salaries of $5,000 or 
above. In the state where I 
have been serving, there are not 
enough churches of that size and 
promise looking for a minister. 

A state secretary has no au- 
thority to place ministers. and 
yet the seminary graduates look 
to him and their minister friends 
to help them find the right 
church. None of us would want 
to forfeit the freedom which we 
have in our brotherhood and yet 
we will have to admit that we 
have about the world’s worst 
system of locating pastors. It 


by F. E. Davison 


may be these conditions and the 
low salaries that cause many 
parents to discourage their chil- 
dren when the ministry is men- 
tioned as a possible vocation. 


There are still some church 
officers who would say, “Let the 
modern minister follow the ex- 
ample of Paul and make tents 
during the week and preach on 
Sunday.” I have found that 
many of our smaller churches 
are not even willing for their 
pastor to ‘‘make preachers” dur- 
ing the week—in other words 
they are not willing to let them 
attend seminary during the 
week. They want all the pas- 
tor’s time. 


It would be well to remember 
that Paul had no wife and chil- 
dren to support. He did not 
have to buy gasoline for his car 
or purchase a Sunday suit. Fur- 
thermore most tents are made 
today by machinery. 





